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Foreword 



We talk a great deal in this country about the ignorance of the 
Mexicans and the stupidity of their attitude towards the United 
States. We forget that the people of the United States are almost as 
ill-informed about Mexico as the Mexicans are about this country. 
It is not the fault of the public that this is true. Trust\vorthy infor- 
mation regarding conditions in Mexico has been very difficult to ob- 
tain. Misinformation has been widely circulated. It has been hard, 
indeed, to get the facts on which one could rely. 

Because this has been the situation, the New York Evening 
Post sent its Washington correspondent, David Lawrence, to make 
a tour of observation. He was unusually qualified for the assign- 
ment. He had not only followed closely the development of 
American policy, spending some time in intimate touch with 
the Mexican-American Joint Commission at New London and At- 
lantic City, but he had himself visited Mexico as a newspaper cor- 
respondent several times before. Mr. Lawrence speaks Spanish 
fluently. Before coming to the Evening' Post a year ago, 
he was in charge of the Mexican story for the Associated Press 
while in Washington. Previously — 1911. 1912. and 191^— he 
'was sent to Mexico by the Associated Press. He was at the 
battle of Juarez which decided the Madero revolution in 1911, 
winning special recognition from the A. P. for his graphic descrip- 
tions. He travelled southward with Mndero. visiting Zapata and 
other chiefs and remaining with him until the Presidential campaign 
began in Mexico that year. In 191 2. Mr. Lawrence was sent again 
by the Associated Press to take charge of the Mexican slory in 
northern Mexico, where Orozco was in revolt and Hucria was mov- 
ing northward as commander-in-chief for Madero. In aeptemhcr, 
1915, before recognition was extended, Mr. Lawrence visited Gen. 
Carranza at Vera Cruz, getting interviews from the First Chief on 
his attitude toward the United States. He has known Carranza per- 
sonally for many years, as well a? the other nersnna!itii-s corl^nic^.^■■lus 
in the dailv Hiso'atches from Mexico in !he Ipst ?;y years. Mr. Law- 
rence enjovs the confidence of leaHlnp- Mevlrp'i'^ ni n!| rln^^cs, has 
many friends in the countrv, and is p.n nn'-'iisi"! "bsTv-r. He v,?nt 
with no preconceived theories, but in an efT-.rr to \dl iu:n what he saw, 
what from his knowledge of' the pnsf constituted the f'ln'-iamcatais 
of the situation, whether it had really i'nproi-ed or ^r>tten wi)r«<-, nnd 
he was readv to write the truth no matter which "av it rut, \^> f'-el 
that his' articles are as nearly imnarrial as it is humanly possible to 
obtain. 
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The Truth About Mexico 



THE "VICIOUS CIRCLE" 



Just How Lack of Money and Economic Troubles Affect the 
Crushing of Banditry and the Guerrilla Warfare of Villa- 
Difficulties With Official Reports— International Commis- 
sion Viewed Hopefully in Mexico. 



It la hardest to be fair kbout the who!* 
business, to maJce reasontU>le al)ow«nc«i 
to see far Into the future and sbjf 
what reaJly ought to be done by the 

United States to help Mexico to her feet, 
or what ought not Xa be dono by tb> 
L'nited States because It might prevent 
Mexico from gBtting her balance once 



Mexico City, December, 1916. 
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Alher Argent in 



If the American people, or any disin- 
terested number of them, could be trans- 
ported to Mexico for the Boie purpose ot 
study and observation, not through the 
eyes of financially Interested people, but 
with their own powers of scrutiny and 
broad Judgment alertly In play, the du- 
ty ot the United Statei would be as clear 
In the circumstances as It is with any 
problem o( our domestic life wherfia 
opinion crystallites clearly and potently. 

It Is unfortunate that more observtri 
do not come. Seeing Is believing. Filled 
with the stories ot starvation on every 
street -corner, widespread suffering and 
military chaos, this correspondent want 
to see how Mexico differed from lis con- 
dition a year ago when the de facto Gov- 
ernment was recognized; how it differed 
from the days of the Madera Adminil- 
t rati on when he saw a Cilrly normal 
state of afiairs. Possessed of a knowl- 
edge of the Spanish tongue gained on 

well as an acquaintance among various 
classes of Meucnns and foreigners, he 
travelled Southward to find tha .acts, to 
mal-.e up his own mind l( indeed there 
is a hopeless case below the Rio Grande, 
curable only by physical intervention, 
or whether after a" the thing is evolu- 
tionary and needs Infinite patience while 
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But is It moving forward? In Mexifo 
iraliy making headway? The averaea 
American will grit hla teeth and put 
up with a great deal If lie can only see 
progrees. Much of my time In Mex- 
ico on this occ-asion was spent In 
searching out the facta of the paat but 
during the very period of 



sslble 



tually I. 



wltne 



a change 






. change w 
of the disgruntled 
Imltted 

times past, on a year ago. for instance. 
In all talrnesa to the Americana living 
In Mexico, to the members ot our Con- 
Bular service find diplomalii, it can be 
stated that they are not fully Informed. 
That la only natural. They have other 
buglnesa to attend to than continuously 
to survey the political, economic, or so- 
cial conditions of the country in which 
lhi*y live. The American Is busy most 
of the day with his own profession, hla 
mines, bia merchandise. The diplomat 
or Consul sits In his olllce, engrossed In 
a mas.s of routine, and listens to the goa- 
slp ot tlio travellers who happen to drop 
in with tlie stories they have heard. It 
Ilia American Kmbasay in Mexico City 
were Instructed to verify only one of 
a dozen stories it hears, it would find 
Uself confronted by an almost hopeless 

But the newspaper men, those who are 
making a bird's-eye view ot things every 
ilay, those who are talking with the Mexi- 
can Government officials daily and yet 
are in contact with the foreigners and 
are able to judge ot the merit ot their 
complaints, these unofficial but trained 
observers really know more about what 
la going on In Mexico than any other 
class of folks. The resident coi-respon- 
dpiits without a single exception, good 
American newspaper men, whj have put 
up with a lot ot personal Inconvenitnce, 
too, told me that Mexico had Improved, 
and that she was moving ahead, and that 
If the United States and Mexico once 
composed their Ixivder difficulties, there 
would not be the slightest doubt about 
the future of Mexico, tor while alt her 
leaders might not bo efllcient, enough of 
them were capable, enough were honest, 
slowly to conquer the graft and the dls- 
tionesty, and to establish a strong Gov- 
ernment, though It might take a year and 
[lOHslbly two — because everything moves 
-slowly In Mexico. This procrastination 
is usually the American's first point of 
misunderstanding. He mistaltes slow mo- 
tion tor reluctance, selt-suHiciency, or 

And are these newspaper men them- 
selves happy? Are things any bet- 
ter for them than the other Americans 
lu business? Not at all. The correspon- 
dents wait hours at a time to see a sub- 
o.-dinale Mexican olUtlal. They put up 
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with vexatious whims ot the censor. They 
work at all hours ot the night. They 
sift out Ues and gosaip. They run the 
risks of disease, of beins target* for atray 
bullets in street fights and brawls, ot hav- 
ing their pockets picked, of being blown 
up in trains, but they sit down and tell 
you In all fairness that, given Jiait a 
chance, the Carransa Government will 
pull through; but the facts are in front 



Without disclosing the purpose ot my 
trlp~-t« form a conclusion as to whether 
intervention was really neceasary at this 
time~I had the opportunity ot talking 
with tien. Carrunza. then Ueiis. Obiegon 
and Gonzales, several Uovernmcnt offl- 
cluls whom I had known in the Madaro 
revolution, soma "Cientlflco" friends who 
are living quietly In Meilco City and are 
taking no part in politics; with diplomats, 
foreign consuls, American business men; 
In fact, with people ot every point ot view 
and of every difference of opinion. 

One of these, "cientllicos," who liad 
every reason to hate the <Je facto Gov- 
ernment, but whom I had known yeara 
before when he was in the dlplomatle 
service, told me privately that the Car- 
raaza Government had done much bet- 
ter than he had ever dreamed it would, 
and that lie believed they would succeed 
In reestablishing law and or 



are paid. Di«« had the money. Enough 
offlcers would abandon grattlnE If they 
were paid any decent compensation to 
handle the few bandits and rebels. If 
' the peons are not paid by the Govern- 
ment, they will join Villa, Felix Diaz, or 
anr other factional leader who happena 

But .\mencan bankers say they can 
make no loan until Mexico Is at peace; 
the United States Government says the 
tie facto Government cannot have am- 
munition tintil the stability ot the latter 
is established. The Mexican authorities 



9 obviously a fair 



lering the 
, especlaJ- 



solf imprisoned on suspicion when he first 
returned to Mexico City, but is now quiet, 
ly practicing law, free from harm, yet not 
at all in sympathy with the exi.sting Ad- 



To torm a Judgment ot MoslIco aa a 
whole It Is necessary at this time to In- 
vestigate Its sociological aspects, what 
has been done toward educating the Ig- 
norant mas^s, what is the condition of 
the railways and freight transportation, 
what Is Mexico's real financial condition, 
what do the activities of bandits and 
rebels amount to. and a series of other 
subjects that will be described In subse- 
quent articles. Yet in twenty-four 
hours It is possible for any one to come 
to the conclusion that Mexico's trouble 
la nothing more nor less than jponomic. 
There is a phrase "Circtilo vicioso," used 
as a rule in coniie<tlon with the round- 
about methods of Mexican politicians, 
but it applies exactly to the present sit- 
uation. It begins something like this; 

The United States wants Mexico to 
protect the lives and properties of for- 
eigners. To do this, military discipline 
and a sufficient army are necessary. To 
have an army requli'es money, because 
troops can be organized well only If they 



; this 



; the ■' 



the; 



are denied the very elements which 
necessary for them to have in order 
to accomplish the tranqtilllizatlon of their 
country. 

Again, the United States says, "Crush 
out banditry In Chihuahua and we will 
withdraw the Pershing expedition." The 
Carranaa Government feels that Villa is 
augmenting his forces by appealing to 
the patriotism ot the people, by accusing 
the de facto Government of standing su- 
pinely by while foreign troops camp on 
Mexican soil; that's why Mexico can"t 
understand the United States. 



The American -Mexican Commission 
meeting at Atlantic City la the very best 
thing that has happened in the relations 
of the two countries. 1 fopnd everywhere 
among the Mexicans a conddence that 
the work of the Commission eventuall/ 
would be a success. Jt la Incidentally a 
check on the anti-American spirit. It Is 
enabling the de /acta Government to turn 
Its attention to Interior problems without 
[ear of a foreign war. 

Alberto J. Panl, who came here to re- 
port on the work of the Commission, has 
explained the American viewpoint elo- 
quently and comprehensively and In « 
language that the Mexican leaders un- 
derstand. 

The International problem Is not yet 
soli-ed. There will be more discussion, 
but the horizon is much clearer than it 
has been. Gen. Carranza and the thought- 
ful men about him know and appreciat* 
what help or harm the United States can 
be to them, and they want to reach a 
friendly basis with their Northern neish- 
bor. The desire to have peace exceeds the 
wish of a minority (or trouble and con- 
flict. What more powerful slogan tor Gen, 
Carranza than "he has kept us out ot war 
with the United States"? 



Mexico Is progressing slowly. Her eco- 
nomic condition, while very serious, 1« 
lietter to-day than It was a month ago 
or a year ago. All the paper money has 
been driven out of circulation, and metal- 
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lie money, Mexican gold and silver, hitli- 
erto hoarded, has come out. Prices remain 
high, but people can do business, becaune 
metallic currency has a definite value; 
there Is no fluctuation. 

American money is accepted In many, 
transactions In Mexico, and for the pres- 



t ther 



9 to be e 



ough ti 



t the 



circulation needs. It I9 a curious 
phenomenon that the American doUar is 
worth lees than Mexican silver or goii. 
In normal times, you could exchange two 
Mexican sliver pesos for one American 
dollar. Now the American dollar bill or 
silver dollar Is north only one peso and 
ninety cents in Mexican gold or silver. 
This Is not due to any real depreciation, 
but to the working of the law of supply 
and demand. Mexican silver and gold are 
much scarcer and, of course, are still pre- 
ferred by most merchants. Kventually, 
■when the American dollar la accepted 
everywhere or when there la an Issue of 
pit per money based on an actual gold 
reserve, the old ratio of two pesos lor 
an American dollar will obtain. But tbe 
vital fact Is that the economic situation 
han been relieved, that business men 
know "where they are at" and do Dot 



THE TRUTH ABOUT MEXICO 

have to calculate their prices on a fluc' 
tuating paper currency, and that the 
troops and Govern ment employees are 
being paid in metallic currency and new 
Government bonds. 

NATIOS*U CONVENTIOK AT WOMC. 

Other factors have brought about a 
noticeable change within the last two 
weeks; the Constituent Aaaembly at 
Querelaro has organized and Is revising 
the Constitution. Tbe genera] elections 
win be held in February, and the consti- 
tutional order has lieen definitely an- 
nounced to begin on April 1, when Ve- 
nustlano Carranza will be inaugurated 
President. ,The Courts of Justice 'and 
Congress will be formally opened 
then. The executive, legislative, and 
Judicial branches ot the Government, 
hitherto combined under the office of 
First Chief In Chargo ot the Executive 
Power, will so Into operation again as In 
the constitutional regime of Madero, 
which was Interrupted by Huerla'r 
usurpation and illegal overthrow of the 
Government. The sight ot constitutional 
guarantees, courts of process, and an end 
of arbitrary decrees only three months 



awpy, already has hai^ a good moral ef- 
fect as have the protestations of the 
Guatemalan Government that It will not 
permit the followers of Pelllt Dial to 
make- of Guatemalan territory & base of 
supply. 



There la no starvation ot any ex- 
traordinary character. Some Isolattd 
places are suftering — these are in the 
Gtianajuuto and Zacatecas districts, hut 
it Is duo as n^uch to Interruption of rail- 
road trslfic as the economic conditions of 
two and three months ago and fallur* 
to plant crops on account of military 
nctlvltlL's. But these dtuations are being 
corrected. On the whole, making due 
allowance for many disagreeablB things, 
conditions are much better tlian they 
have been In some time and the general 
trend of affairs is decidedly for the bet- 
ter. This does not mean that old com- 
forts are availabl.\ that Americans and 
Ihelr families can go back as yet, but 
simply that Mexico Is working out her 
own problem in lier own way, a pain- 
fully slow process, but not by any means 



EFFECT OF PERSHING EXPEDITION 

ON MEXICAN INTERNAL POLITICS 



Carranza Government Accused of Permitting Foreign "In- 
vader" to Occupy Mexican Territory — Villa Appeals to 
Patriotism of People to Get Recruits — While United 
States Insists on Unlimited Pursuit It Really Desires Effi- 
cacious Pursuit. 



Queretaro, Mex., December, 1916. 



I NTKii NATIONAL aff:i 
the least of Me:<ican i 
so much to be done at home; but Just 
now Gen. Venustlano Carranza is hualod 
with little el.«e. While not admitting it 
as a rule, most Mexican leaders realize 



usually nowadays that in a friendly understand- 
g with the United States lies the key 
I success for the rfe /qc(o Government, 
Alberto J. Paoi, who came here from 
llantic Cily to advise the hlrat Chief 
' what had been discussed during the 



eleven weeks of meetings held by the 
Me\ican-Amerlcan Commission, has had 
pretty much the centi-c of the stage; but 
with riire discretion he has managed lo 
keep details of his mission a contldenthil 
affair between himself, the First Chief, 
and the head of the Foreign Office. 

\niX as lie started liack lo lhi> 
United Slates, neither the people D 



offlci. 
what 



and 



lill- 



icatiou 

he waK farrying. Somehow there is a fiiilh 
in the ability ot the First Chief to handle 
the whole business in a manner consis- 
tent with Mexican dignity and prtde, and 
nobody becomes over-curious. The only 
word passed out was that "things are 
going well in international matters." 

One thing, however, is clear. No one 
In all Mexico Could have presented the 
American point of view better than ban 
Mr, Paul, He has the confidence and 
affection of (he First Chief and of Mexi- 
can oflliciats generally, and It was ea!,y 
by the effusive greetings he re- 
pnpular. Mr. Pan! 
himself was impressed by the courtesy 
and altruistic spirit ot the Ameilrati 



ivpd that 
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Commissioners and he did not tall to 
Kne an account of the variety of suhjecti 

under disiuaalon rlolhmg his \prbal and 
tial reports with a fine tribute lo thi 
cordial Kplitt dHjilayed bv AmedcHn len 

It was too much to c\pe t that the 
piotocoia whiih Mr Panl carried from 
Atlantic City would be signed here with 
out further dlscunfion by the rommli 
won The slumiiltnt hlo k is a vital oin" 
but preseitta no Inuurmountablc dlllkullv 



The United Statea Is wdling to with 
draw tts forces ivllhin foity days pro 
iJdiug 'he-* Is a letogiiition by Me\L o 
of Its obligatkn to rioten tip frontiot 
I lit the ITnltcd stjtea innounted it'- lu 
lenlion to pursue to a (lnl-.li the tandita 
H ho may raid American ten itory The 
^lE'^icalla ohjoct to daj as they a1 
ways ha\e objected to grrfutlns the 
unhmited rights of pursuit Tliey 
claim aa they hav e argued In their 
notes about the Pershing expedltlob that 
the presence of infinlrj cavalry and ar 
tlllery alarms ttas populace making them 
suspicious that the real purpose is not 
to catch a few bandits but military ot 
cupayon— the much dreaded Inlerv en 
tl n 

On Its part the American Government 
(■ontenda that to nut qualifications or llml 
tations on the right of pursuit Is la de 
Mroy the efficacy of such pirsult inat aa 
happened when the prottrcss <.t the Per 
*h)ng expedition »as retarded tv lailirc 
to permit the tiee use of railroads or 
MPtlcan towns at baies of supply Nor 
does the American novernment ivant to 
give Mexico the reciprocal right of pur 
Milt though this rlRht Is likeli never to 
be used because Mexican troops will not 
have occasion to repel raidi started from 
American terrltoiv Yet for the sake of 
'be national dignltv it is deslied bv th 



The Mexican 
limitations on puriuil might retard the 
pursuers and enable the bandits to es 
ai e and Is willing to make bcveial con 

immediate entry of Anicrnan fortes pro 
\ided there Is prompt notilicatlon to the 
Mexican commander of the district af- 
fected limitation of siae of the expedition 
ind agreement that the tones shall bE 
withdrawn as soon as sumciezit C.ovein 
mcnt troo[>s are 1 loueht into the vldnitj 
of the bandit oi erations to lake up the 
pursuit Indeed the Me%kaoH would not 
object to the coiilii utrl j resence ot the 
Vmencan foices and Iheli enoperalion on 
Mexican soil with the Mexican troO[ s 
1 ut the command of such allied columns 
1" naturally wanted I \ the Mexican au 
thtnties To do othcinise Mex-ico 
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argues would be to vield sacred rights of 
so\erel2nt\ 

on the right of unlimited pursuit but 
the Mesitans lefused It wai derided to 
omit from the protocols themseivei the 
wliole bUMne-iS each (jUV eminent agree 
me lo piotect its own frontiei But n 
piihllc stalement wat made by the Lnilcd 
States threatening to send in the event 
of a raid like that at < olumbus 
an itbcr puiiilne exi edition of whrft 

distance It thought necessai y to pursue 
the tiandlts to a tlnisb I>ut this could 
lead to war smi n the Mexicans again 
wo lid icsent a lont; distanie pursuit bp 
cause the bandits viho may have sought 
to provoke Inteivention hv attaekinc 



eiUa 



luld t! 



dittwmg the Vmerkan foices all the waj 
to Mexico ritv in the hope of entangling 
them vtith the tonstltut -d Govenimcnt 
or the populace and thus precipital Ob 
a geneial conflict 

feuch a threat of unlimited pursuit 
might have a dttenent effect on bandits 
and cause the rfc failo (. overnraent scrii 
puloustv to gua d Its fiontler but Jus* 
the same the relations between the two 
ountiica would not be ben Mted for t 
club would be held over the h-ads of th" 
Mexican (joveinmcnt nhlth would make 
Gvervbod) Including Ametlcan bankets 
and even foreign residents in Mexico in 
cllnnd to disco int the moral sui poi t by 
the United States ot the de Jaclo Govern 
ment and keep the International status 
of things cont nuously hanpln„ by a hai 
Amtricans might not be wllllne to re 
turn lo their accustomed occupations lu 
Mexico An\ moment Ihev might be 
oiieied out because ot the dangeia to 
them Involved in dispatching a ptinltlvo 
cxpedilitn across the bolder that might 
be comliated bv the Government forces. 



Th le IS n) doubt that Ihe t mted 
Slates would be doing more to help Mex 
l<o h> agieemg to some llmlta ion of the 
right of puisult but at the same time 
msistlit that the effectiveness of su h 
! ursult mu^t not he lmpedi"d leat lh» 
r nited States hold itself at lib-rty lo dls- 
lesard the limitations in <a-«s arising 
Bul sequent to the one la wni h Ihc In 
efTlcacv of pursuit will have been demon 
strafed feome such tompronise seems 
IP Bonable and fair The Impoua it point 
invoKod however In the previous cm* 
iloiice of llip llniled States viiih the null 
taiy tones of the de /ulo dovtrnmint 
sent to noi them Mexico to lake (onliol 
of the tcriitniv evdiunted ly the Per 
hi Ing esnedition has been the alleged le 
luctnnie indifTei-cni e or Imancity of the 



this IS conclusively ptoved to (he Ameil 
tan aimy obrervers) then the Mexi an 
(.overnmcnt "Should be adviaed ot their 
dellnquencj and the Information used as 
a baslt for action 

CurranEa It must be remembered hii 
not jet got a competent mllitarv ma 
I bine He had put faith in Gen Jadnlo 
Tre^ino— a Chapultepec gidduate— ^llt 
tie latter has proved a fallui-e ten 
Murrria Is now being tiled out and I is 
lefcat ot \ ilia in Chihuahua City has en- 
couraged the Urst Chief to believe that 
at las! he has secured some one who villi 
run \llla down bhould Murgia f u I 
Gen Alv^ro Uhi-egon the Miniatei i f 
War will leave his ofllclal duties at Mijl- 
ico tltj and take the field himself 



) It t. 



leed c 



t Its 



incompetent men If 
the Lnlted States can only be assuicd of 
the good taith sineellty and eamest dis- 
position of Gen Uarranza and his C ov 
ernment to do all that they humanh can 
to stamp out bandltrv forgiveness of 
mistakes would not be withheld burh a 
pressure ought consign tb to be exerted by 
ftiends of t!ie First <_hlet Gen cariania 
Id a fair minded individual and latclv is 
icported to have shown a much more 
fiiendly dlaposltion toward the Lnited 
Slates and Aniencina geneiallv — a will- 
mgness to go half way 



If t 



only 



icrete 



1 fore 



dcme ot his friendliness all would le 
we I but obvloualv he cannot do mu li 
while American troops are camping on 
Mexican soil anj more than an Ameil- 
can President would dare to be ovcr- 
friondly with the respective Emperors of 
Japan aud German* if the troopsof cither 
were bivouacked In Texas or (^allfornia 

The most frlendlj thing the I mted 
btates could do to day to win the friend 
ship and confidence of the Mcxicins 
would bo to withdraw the Pershing ex 
pedition vcluntdiilj and announce Its 
intention of giv ng its whole hearted mo- 
lai supfort to Ihe dc facto Government 
exchange would rise In Mexico toreign- 
eis would have conlldence that there was 
to be international comity and a con- 
sequent improvement in economic con 11 
tlons would soon be apparent Such an 
improvement would mean that the Cov- 
emnient of Mexico would be able to ral'c 
the funds wherewith to pay its troops 
and orfcuni/e an efhdent patrolling for e 
to prevent border raids and give the nee 
essary piotectlon within Mexico to the 
lives and properties of Ameiicans and 
foreigners It s Hsain the famous vl 
nous circle —but the c1r< le must le 
bioken by the United states with JuEt 
such acts ot friendship or our altrursti 
words will be as alwajs 
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ASCENDENCY OF CIVIL POWER OVER 

IRRESPONSIBLE MILITARY CHIEFS 



Constitutionalist Administration Supported by Military Men- 
Difference Between Carranza and Madero— Dealing with 
Marauding Bandits arid Train-wreckers— Railroad Con- 
ditions. 



until 1920. Other canialdatea from tha 
civil ranks are likely to appear In th- 
Interlm. Which is the way politico 
should be In a democracy- 
Provided Carranza hewa to the line, 
provided he makes no compromlaea witti 
the toretgnera. provided he tollowa cIosp- 
ly the principles o( the revolution, therp- 
fore, he can be counted upon to hav- 
clear sailing; so tar aa Internal polttif 
Is concerned. There is no danger thiii 
he will depart from his Intense nation- 
aliam^ It has been his creed from the 
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PULITICAL intrigue, which ts as 
plentiful In Mexico as the green cac- 
tus, and otten J«sl as thurhy an Im- 
pediment to progreaa, has not abated a bit 
under the revolutionary era; but now- 
adays It Is directed, not agnlnst the 
constituted Government, but looks dis- 
tantly to the elections of 1920. when 
Venuatiano Carranzn's term as President 

The election of Mr. Carranza in Feb- 
ruary and his Inauguration In April are 
foregone* coneluHlons. There is no armed 
opposition In sight which la of aufBcient 
Strength to overthrow Carranza, and 
within his own party there la none who 
would easay such a task. Mexico to-day 
la better off, politically speaking, than It 
has licen in some time. Venustiano Car- 
rania started the revolTltlon against 
Huerta. He has held his forces Intact 
throughout It all; he haa been recognized 
as Chief Executive of the d« facto Gov- 

The men ot Carranza's party are In 
complete control of the Constituent Aa- 
•embly which la rraming a new Conatltu- 
tlon for Mexico at Queretaro. and alto- 
gether his right to the Presidency is 
Questioned neither on legal nor on moral 

The very fact that all the military men 
are giving their political support to Gen. 
Carranza has stabilized conditions very 
much. But everybody realizes that In 
the hands of these same military men 
rests the fate of the present Administra- 
tion. A triumvirate, therefore, rules 
Maxiro — Venustiano Carranza, Alvaro 
Obrcgon, and Pablo Gonzales. The last 
two command the two largest divisions 
of the army. At present both men are 
in Mexico City. A year ago one heard 
« good deal of talk to the eflect that any 



day Gen, Obregon might break with Car- 
ranza. The eame goaslp Is to be had 
for the asking, but not ao many people 
believe It any more. No one who has 
talked with Gen. Obregon five minutes 
would 'believe It. To be sure, there Is 
more plausibility to the story of Jealousy 
between Obregon and Goniales, but these 
proceed from the sycophants and staffs 
of the two men rather than from them- 
selves. 



Both are capable, pat riot iu Mexicans 
and far too shrewd to disrupt the pres- 



all 






Mr. 



haa benellted by 
Isted t-olween Obregon and Gonzales. At 
all e.eiits, both are united behind the 
First Chief, and they talk of his election 
as an assured fact — as it It had already 
happened. Both Gonzales and Obregon 
may be candidate.^ for the Presidency In 
1930. Each will set out to make a rec- 
ord (inder Carranza. Obregon Is now 
Minister ot War; he will probably remain 
there, tor he Is an unusually auccesRful 
military man. Gonzalea is a born ad- 
ministrator. He, too, will have an oppor- 
tunity to show hla worth. He is per- 
haps the most popular of all the Consti- 
tutionalist generals, so far as Mexico City 
Is concerned. Foreigners generally Buy 
he la eminently fair and capable, and wish 
tor his return to direct charge of the 
affairs of the Federal districts. 

But the interesting thing Is that, while 
ambitious, these men are doing nothing 
to Impede the progress of the ile facto 
Government or the political future prog- 
ress of Don Venustiano. The Constitu- 
tion provides for a /our-i/car term nnd no 
TeetPclian. Both Gonzales and Obregon 
are under forty, utd therefore can wait 



The difference l>etween Madero arnl 
Carranza — for the comparison must tie 
made in order to forecast whether th- 
Liberal movement will succeed this tiiri" 
—Is the dIfEerence between ah idealist 
without administrative ability and a prae- 
tloal man with radical principles, a poli- 
tician of yore, and a capable executive, 

Madero, who came Into power after a 
very brief revolution, with the physical 
and economic condition of Mexico hardly 
changed from the time ot Diaz, insteu 
a year and four months. During his Ad- 
ministration, his forces made little prog- 
ress against Zapata In the South, and 
were constantly fighting Orozco In th-- 

held itself together longer than that; In 
fact, it is now a year and a month -sjnre 



the 



Adni. 



i ot 



by the nrinclpa 
world. And Carranza's l)attie has been 
to bring order out of anarchy, to keep 
Intact niHilary men of all classes and 
descriptions, many ol them dinhnncst. 
many of them so nntl-forelgn as to 
threaten International complications, and 
a great mtny financially dishonest, plain 
gratters. 



spots in his own party? Better than 
any man in It. But he Is skilful and 
diplomatic. When a general Is "acting 
up" and he cannot be handled by tele- 
. graph without tear that he will sud- 
denly lake up his forces and go off on 
the war path, Mr, Carranza Invariably 
sends for him. brinsa him to the caiiitat 
"tor conference." Away from his men, 
an obstreperous chief is not able to do 
much mischief, and Mr. Carranza hn,': 
usually fmnd a way of placing such m.-n 
where they are either under the eye 
of another general or busily occupied 
fighting Zapati.stBs or Vltllatas, instead of 
loallng, which breeds most abuse. 

Thia may sound like craven tactics, but 
it is the better part of wisdom in Mp.\icn 
The Constitutionalist army Is really a 
variation of the old feudal system. Tli-j 
men nght for their majors. IheircolonMi 
or their generals. They don't, the ma- 
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Jority of thcni, flKht for any prlndpla. 
Many of the leaders do, and that's wby 
a. revolt! tloDAry army !■ such un Incoii- 
gruoua aJIalr. But tt Is a nec-asary Id- 
strumant, and the hardest taaii is to dla- 

buid It when it la one? orgianlzed, Car- 
ransa knaw froni the start that he had 
to depend on the mtlltaiy men. IJtUe by 

little grew hts own strength, the civil 
power. It will reach Ita maAlmum point 
with hlB inauffu rati oil as President In 
April, As his power has in creased he 
tias slowly sained the ascea'Iency over 

the Keoerals. and he is much bolder and 
far more radical with them, and they 

obey bis orders mora dlllgentiy to-day 
than a year a«o. Do not .luppose that 
thla means perfect disci pi ln<;. or that 
Mexico lao't Infested by bands or groupii 
of rebels. Scarcely a state LhaC haEn't 
Its marauders, but the aurpri^aK thing 
la that there are 30 frw trains blown up, 
Insteoil of BO many, aa the American is 
Itkily to ttatnk, from reading the reports 
of thsM "accidents." But it Wkea only 



THE TRUTH ABOUT MEXICO 

a halC-d02en men to wreck a train and 
run away. It requires tens of ibousonds 
lo patrol the railroad lines that run 
through wild stretches of mountain api 
the wasted plains of desert land. 

One good thing the Goverainent la do- 
ing now Is its sending of iroops to polnt-3 
on the line where it suspecta dlsnrtet'tion. 
Hitherto the Government has waited, as 
a rule, until a train was wrecKed before 
regarding the bandits seriously. The new 
and cautlou'? method saves rolllris stock 
as well as human lives. 



Telegraph 

good, and is constantly Improving, Tha 
main lines have' been restored. Trains 
nr.! running regularly to Mexico City from 
all border points, with the exception of 
Juarez. In the Interior trallic is fairly 
good to Guadalajara. Aguascallente^ 
Vera Cruz, and all the larger cities. In u 
year the Constitutionalists !iave done re- 



mai-kably ivcll in reHtorliiB lallrond con 
municatiou. UPtwcen San Luis rur.sl ai 
TampicD thf Cedilla biolheis nrc on tl 
rampase. and fraiii.s run in-<-'Hul,ii-ly. B 
iwycn Vera Ciiiz and Mexico Cily mi 
daylight Eervire obtiilns. with not i 
much risk as a month nRO. liut sllll wil 
a gitat deal of imcertainty, for frci;:! 
ci'pecially. 



l-n 






<'d and 



mosciull|n pnomicrt aw well i 
as soon as Ihc mincH arc 
there is more wDrk for the imi'inplovcd 
much of tlip liandJIry mil dlsap|-'':ii , Th<- 
Goveinment Is doliii; aU that most luiv- 
mindod people m Mi-.xico think it can do 
with lis hmllPd funds: hut .■m Tonu- as tlio 
direction of things is ft.rwrird, on.i, ii.'t 
bnckwai-d, foreigners anil n.itive.-i :i'iko 
are hiipefili. Pnticnce ami ho!,p inc Me\-- 
Ico'a greatest staples, whlih ir why the 
whole thing Jiasn'l colhijisinl pre thl.'!, and 
why there is a raighly good < hun<'c that 



EXPLOITATION OF MEXICO BY THE 

FOREIGNER A THING OF THE PAST 



Anti-Foreign Attitude of To-day a Natural Outgrowth of Diaz 
Waste of Resources — Carranza Government Quietly 
Adopting Foreigners' Methods, How.ever — Administra- 
tive Changes and New Cabinet Departments. 



Mexico, for patriotic reaKons, just . 
is anti-foreign, fanatically so. 
Diaz regime catered to the foreigi 
and their wealth, squandering 
of the country among AniericanH, p^ngliah. 
Ceimans, etc. Indeed. Mexico under the 
Diaz Administration was christened "the 
loving mother of the foreigner and the 
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;ep-mother of the Mexicans 



stale of affiji 



." Till 



the c 



and c^iilnued successfully l)y Carranza, 
and now one of Ihe iuHvitable effects Is 
a natural reacUim agiiinst all foreigners. 
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hut in tlip iipit few years you will see 
a lULinher of Mexican cunimtssionH a"ine 
abroad to Htiidy educiitional and tschnl- 
cal questions, lo bring hack Ihe benefit 
ci( foreign Governments' experience In 
tomnieT'flal und Industrial pioblems. 

Indeed, Gen. Venustlano Curranza Is 
plannine, loKether with the Constituent 
Assembly, whli;h Is revising the Constitu- 
tion at Queretaro, an administrative re- 
form of far-reaching liniiortance to Mex- 
li.o. The executive branch of the Gov- 
ernment will be reoreanJEed with an eye 
111 a distinct separation of the exeoutive 
departments from dangerous political In- 



In Ihp first place, the Vice -Presidency 
will be abolished. Why? Simply because 
11 is a constant aouroe of danger. The 
Vice-President has been next In line of 
EUL'ceaalon to the Pi-esldent in event of 
death. His ambitions might lead him to 
Iritripue Or so to prejudice the .«t»tus of 
the Pi-ealdent politically as to encourage 
a SHasst nation or other means oC depoB- 
iiig him. This has happened before. So it 
has been with othtr Cabinet Ministers, 
fiom the post of Minister of Foreign 
AITalrs down. Realizing: that the Mln- 
i.ster of Foreign Affairs has Ijeen sec- 
ond in succession (or even first, if the 
Vice-Pi'psidency happened to be vacant), 
the portfolio has been too often filled to 
meet Internal political expediency, rather 
than the needs of the office. Consequent- 
ly Mexico's foreign Ministers v/ith few 
e.vceptions have rarely been diplomats. 
The temptation la to name one's successor 
by making him first Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, thus perpetuating a system and 
denying the people their right to choose 
their own President. 

All this ts now to be changed, and by 
the simple and democratic process of 
hiuizig the people through the Congress 
choose a successor to the President, no 
matter how the vacancy occurs, by death, 
risignation, or physical dlsiiblllty. The 
Congress must choose the President. It 
Is much Ivellor than our own system In 
the l.'nltcd Slates, when a chance may 
ri'niove an ellicient President and leave 



■ndcd by the people I 



Other remedy. 
:>cpinK his Cal 



t Min 



lin 

l.-ner (or Foreign AIThIi^s who is really 
fit for the pluee, someone who knows 
Fomothing about dliilomucy and interna- 
lional alfairM. One more change is neod- 
nl to safegaard the new system. Mem- 
bers of the Cabinet ouRht to he Ineligible 
tor Bpleclion by the Congress to saeceed 
to the ProHidcmy. ThlA would put a 



being discussed and may be adopted, 
though the objection has been raised that 
too few men of executive experience will 
then be available for choice. 



There are to be several other ehanges 
in the orsanizatlon of the executive pow- 
er. Besides suppressing the Vice-Presi- 
dency, the incumbent of which office 
could hitherto take over any Cabinet 
portfolio he desired, the Department of 
Public Instruction and the Ministry of 
Justice Will be abolished. In oi-der to 
take the question of education out of 
Ijolittcs. a commissionership of education 
will be created to cooiierate with the 
State Governments In promoting educa- 
tion. A national university or council 
win be formed, Composed to some ex- 
tent of foreiBncrs, which will make the 
question of education an unofficial and 
less public affair. This will pei-mlt of 
aid from foreign In.^titullons of learn- 
ing. 

Similarly, In order to correct abuses 

the Ministry of Justice, a department that 
had administrative charge of the courts 
aud too often has influenced them, the 
portfolio will be done away with entirely. 
In Its place there will be an Attorney- 
General, but he will . not be a member 
of the Cabinet. He will be mere!y a gen- 
eral counsel for the Government, and will 
not have any more influence before the 
courts than other attorneys. The pur- 
pose of the move Is to make the admin- 
istration of justice by the courts abso- 
lutely Independent of politics, a Judiciary 
in strength coordinate with the legisla- 
tive and executive branches of the Gov- 
ernment. 

The method of selecting a President 
by the Congress has worked succea-sfully 
In Peru and other Latin-American coun- 
tries, though to be sure in some of the 
Ljitin repuhlic.s, as Chili, for example, the 
F'lench system of making the Cabinet 
i-esponslble to the Congress and depen- 
dent on its votes of confidence la in op- 
eration. There has been serious discus- 
sion here of a parliamentary form of 
Mexico, much along the 
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ranza in his address to the Constituent 
.\ssembly, pointed out several objections 
to it, proposing Instead the Presidential 
system in vogue in the United States 
with the right of the people to vote di- 
rectly foi' Pi'ealdent of Mexico instead of 
Indirectly through electors. 



some of the members of the First Chiefs 
Cabinet to-day are not Impressed with 
the calibre of Mr. CHrianza's aids. ISut 



a revolutionary government IB a dlfterent 
thing from' a constitutional government, 
ju.^t.as ore a dc facto administration and 
a de Sure administration In the laws of 
nations. Mexico will have, twginnini: 
about April 1, a dc jure government, be- 
cause by then Venustlano CarrajlEa and 
a Congress of Deputies and Senators will 
have been elected. When Mr. Carranza 
is President, and not First Chief, he will 
have more real authority, he will not be 
so dependent on the revolutionary fac- 
tions or parties or the military groups. 
I hut will bo free to select a Cabinet for its 
administrative ability ratber than Its 
[Kill Ileal strength. 

Already, Mr. Carranxa has In mind a 
man for the portfolio of Foreign Atfairs 
who has had some experience in Europe 
as a Mexican diplomat. A change in 
the Mini.'ilry of Finance also would n.il 
be surprising, especially II the right kind 
oC man with banking experience, and a 
head for finance, who at the same time 
is thoroughly in symi)athy with the prin- 
ciples of the revolution, can be found. 
The truth IK that most of the flnancieis 
and ban ke 1-3 have l>eea "clentlficiM,'' and 
the material from which to select a Mni- 
Ister of Finance la not all that could be 
desired or that Mexico is really capable 
of producing. It is loo soon after the 
close of the revolution to appoint a Min- 
ister of Finance who hasn't participated 
politically in the revolution, even thougli 
he may not have been active on the oth- 
er side. But within a year or two It !■ 
not unlikely that Mr. Carranza will bo 
compelled after all to choose a non-po- 
litical person to handle the huge queation 
of finance. 



The Department of Communications 
and Public Works undoubtedly will be 
headed by Ignacio Bonillas, at present a 
member of the Mexican- American Com- 
mission. He is an engineer of experience, 
.ind already has Initiated some important 
construction work in harbors and public 
buildings. At present the management 
of the railways and the telegraph and 
mails Is in charge of two general dl- 
I'eclora, who report directly to the First 
Chief. These two directors will be kept 
hereafter entirely independent of the De- 
partment of Communications, or any 
other Department In the Government, be- 
ing responsible only to the Kxecutlvo. 

The Department of Fomcnlo (colo- 
nizatlon and development of resources) 
will continue as before, but it will no 
longer have charge of Industrial aFTalis 
or interstate commeico. This la now to 
he- supervised by a new Cabinet ofhccr, 
who will be known as the Minister of 
Commerce and Industiy. This Depart- 
ment will be copied closely after the 
Departments of Commerce and Labor In 
the United States, and an effort wiU l» 
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.-iilfi through It to wive Mexico's In- 
cKHing number oC strUcea and labor 
iiiihiGs, as well aa the business of the 
'dfral Goverameat, with mines, foretffn 
Tife^jsiona, and the enterprises of for- 
;ni?rs genersJly. The head of the new 
■partment will try to conserve Mex- 
I's cQuitlea and at the same time trj 
oncourase the country's development 
foreign capital In legitimate ways. 
iT« will also be a Federal Bureau of 
itlth and Sanitation, which Is a new 
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thing for M^co. The Department of 
War will continue as before, as will the 
portfolio of Qobernaclon (or interior ad- 
ministration), the connecting lluk be- 
tween the state government and the fed- 
eral authority. This makes a total of 
seven Cabinet positions instead of eight, 
as heretofore. 

FVom this brief outline, it will be seen 
Ihat white the outcry against the for- 
eigner has many political aspects of an 
Internal character, It Is bound to be short- 



lived. And as soon as the Mexican Qov- 
issures Itself that the Immense 
of the country are not to be 
jobbled up through false titles and siip- 
,lal privllEEES, the fonfelgner will be wel- 
-omed. The radicalism of to-day will 
nevitably give way lo a more equitaUlL' 
iiid conseivatlve attitude towards toi- 
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ploltatlon by fgrclgners aa that fo; 
the Diaz systetn was responsible. 



RELIGIOUS CONTENTION A FACTOR 

IN "MEXICO'S SOCIAL UPHEAVAL 



Some of the Reasons for the Hostility Against the Catholic 
Church — Objections Not to Mexican Priests but French 
and Spanish Clericals — Possibility of an Independent 
Catholic Church of Mexico. 
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lioaval, and one need not be a church 
<;'rtl:ian to obuerve that while freedom 
if \\iirnh\p ia now granted to Roman 
'ill holies as well as other jrects by the 
■•■ /"C(o Government In eonformlty with 
sliihlished law, the fight against the 
!'iiii«n Catholic Church, its alleged Into!- 
raii('(>. and Its remarkable hold on the 
luiHHPB here, has only begun. 

The fact is that unless the Church at 
t.irn,' sees the handwriting on the wall 
nil udopta a more liberal policy In Mexico. 
.. I iiiitllng Mexican priestH and a Mexican 
111 liirihy to conduct its Bervicea through- 
out the country Instead of French and 
Jp^nl.'fh padres, there will be eventually a 
■:ii liultc Church of Mexico, aenarate and 
ilislincrt from the Church of Rome. 

Thia auggestlon Indeed Is being serious- 
ly advanced to the press of Mexico, es- 



pecially In Bl Pueblo, the aemi-oRlclal 
organ of the Government. Of the meiita 
of the argument It la not neceasary here 
la speak. The truth la that moat of the 
men In the 
originally Cath 
ei'allze the Catholic Church, to make it 
more in sympathy with the nalloiial 
spirit, and If they do not succeed an 
Independent movement may result whl<;h 
would mean that the Church at Rome 
might lose lis church proiierties here, 
for the new church might lay claim to 
them. 

The general expectation Is that so rad- 
ical a step will not be necessary, and 

that the Church of Komc will maku 
needed changes in the personnel oF the 
clergy. But In the midst of the cou- 
troveray and discu salon thera Is good 
ground lo believe thHt P 
gain a strong foothold. 



ATTirrDB TOWARD 

As a matter of fact ofBciala of the de 
/ado tiovernment feel kindly disposed 
toward the foreign mission movements of 
the Protestant churches. The Protestant 
missionai-ies help In the establishment Of 
sthooU and generally in educating the 
ignorant thousands. Anything that helps 
to educate Mexicans is considered by 
the Carranza Administration a good 
thing, and the particular grudge the 
party In power to-day has against the 
Catholic Church Is Its alleged obstruc- 
tion of education .and progreaa. 

The Catholic Church as it has existed 
here— the Instltuilon itself, not Its ser- 
vice — has been charged by the Carransa 
Administration with playing politics. The 
Cliurch is supposed to have furnished 
funds to sustain Huerta. Is accused now 
o^ supporting Felix Diaz, and, through 
refugee priests In the United States, is 
held to be conspiring for Interventiuu. 
Sj the enmity Is considered In Uexlco to 
be a more or less reciprocal arfair. 

And while the controversy is going on 
some interesting thlnga are happening. 
Most of the Constitutionalist ofllclals do 
not attend any churches, and say they 
will not until Ciitholiclsin is placed on 
a non-pulltical and broadei baals. All 
ihc wives and daughters, howevei, of 
I oftlcials are pious 
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separate church— a Mesic-an Catholic 
Church. He ia supposed to have talk-Ml 
that way among- tbe Government offl- 
clal3, contending that he had always been 
In sympathy with the revolution. 

Canon Antonio Pareden. who is the 
nominal head of the Church In Me^[ico, 
having been left In charge by Archbishop 
Mora y del Rio, declined to recoEnize 
Riendo and openly accused him of being 
an impostor. Riendo'a credentials were 
demandea, but he claimed they were stol- 
en from hia baggage by the Constitutjon- 
allsta at Vera Crua. Nol>ody would have 
paid any attention to Riendo except that 
Padre Jeaus Cortez, head ot the moat 
lashionabla church in Mexico City, de- 
clared himseiC In complete sympathy with 
Riendo. Then Canon Paredes cabled 
Rome, and in a few days produced a 
meaaage from the Vatican, signed by the 
Papal Secretary, denying all knowledge 
of Riendo or his mission. 

Still Cortez would not repudiate Rlen- 
do. This led the Canon to denounce Cor- 
tez and finally to dismisa him. Padre 
Cortez refused to heed the order, claim- 
ing Paredes bad no such Jurisdiction. 
Whereupon the latter announced through 
the press that any one attending mass 
celebrated by Padre Corloz would be 
Fxcommunicated. For a time other priests 
olllclated, but suddenly on Sunday morn- 
Ihk Cortez reappeared, which resulted in 
a panicky e.\odus of worshippers. Traf- 
fic on the street in front of the church 
was stopped for a long time while the 
crowd waited to see if Cortez would re- 
main after such h demon si ration of dis- 
approval. He stayed, and several hun- 
dred (Jaiholica didn't celebrate 'mass that 
diiy. Now most of them attend other 
churches, and the SagTiido Coiazon Is 
deserted, tlinnjih every Kunday people 
peep in to see if Cortez is still there. 



80 laws rigidly. There have 
been excesses. Some o( the radicals have 
gone beyond the law, but to-day the boast 
of the Government is that worahlp In 
the Catholic Church U permitted on an 
equality with all other religions. There 
is no persecution now of the 'priests, 
though discontent an^ong the Mexican 
clergy with the Spanish and French 
priests la growing. 

' OUTCKY A REVOLCTIOMST'S TE>JDIt.\CT. 

Mexican Government officials do not 
feet very kindly toward Cardinal Gibbons 
and others who have attacked them In 
the public prints or have worked agalnat 
their recognition by the United States. 
The Mexicans say the American Catho- 
lic Church has been used by Home to 
protect vested inter eats In Mexico, that 
the quarrel Is political, and that if It 
keeps up there will be a reaction agalnat 
Catholicism itself. But it is well to re- 
member that the outcry against the 
Church In Mexico only comes to the sur- 
face In revolutionary days. It is a good 
deal like Che anti-Wall Street campaigns 
which are launched to gain votes In our 
political campaigns. Tha lower clergy 
haye a grievance against the French and 
Spanish priests— the foreigners. The 
Church ot Rome has undoubledly been 
somewhat backward, a^ tor example, 
u-tth respect to matrimony, the fees 
(barged being so far beyond the means 
of the poorer classes that In many Stales, 
especially on the ranches and (arma. the 
ceremony has for years been entirely dis- 
pensed with. Then there have been tmi 
many churches and too many priesia in 
some cities. 

There is nothing inherent in (he 
Caliioiic religion to which the Mexican 
objects. Its imagery and symbolism Is 
what fits his conception of life. But tbe 



is the system, the foreign priests. ' 

which Mexicans object primarily, a: 
from one discontent have arisen ra&Tii 

ATTlTDIHt OF THE U. 8. OOVEttNME^T 

The Carraoza Administration rode ir ■ 
power on a^ anti-Catholic progrrt.-i, 
which was not altogether unpopular or 
never would have been pressed. All ri 1 
cal administrations become conserva'j 
ii> time. The Carransa Oovernment o 
be busy with too many things to contin' t 
the aasatilt against the Cliurch hty 
the lines already lait^^an enforcement < 
the Reform laws of 1867, and If ■■ 
Church of Rome handles the matter >- 
fully, it can prevent a serious Bchj> 
For the thing has by no means gav^ 
out of hand. The Mexican clergy are a 
important nucleus still. 

In all ot this It is Known that tbe I'd ■ 
ed States Oovernment ha« taken a lu 
interest, but Iwyond iosistlng on '' 
principle of religious tolerance and n 
discrimination they cannot diploniitlii ,, 
intercede. Even this Is atrettbiui- 
point, for religious questions are sliti.- 
internal affairs. The American liovt r: 
ment must phrase Its Inqntriea vugw 
arguing merely that reilglous freedom . 
a characteristic of civilized nations a: 
tliat to preserve the friendship uf i r 
United States und other natlona t':'' 
should be no peraeeulion of Calholi, s 
such, or interference with their eusi- 
oj worship. This Is giv'>n as the adi: 
of Mexico's "niJareat neighbor." 

Bui the Mexicans claim they aii: i- 
milting the greatest freedom, are n>-:- 
enforcing the law. and that if the Ch- 
ores keep out of politics, cease supjui- 
ing revolutionary movements, and 4iii,~':. 
tute Mexican clergy for Spanish ,, . 
french clergy, the Churcli will Lu.t 
nothing to fear 



From the point of view of the de facto 
Goveiniiieiit oinelnls. the Church is re- 
spiiriHiiile for wh;it is now happening, and 
thiit hail the I'hurch olieyed the reform 
lun.s of IM.'iT. which provided for the aep- 
BViition iif church and slate, there now 
would Im; no difliculty. Incidentally the 
CoiisfitntinnalislM diiim they are to-day 
merely enforcing tbose laws. Indeed, 

the new Constitution at Querctaro with- 
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THE TEUTH ABOUT MEXICO 



MEXICO REBORN 



Social Aspects of Six Years of Internecine Strife— Country is 
Paying Dearly for Her Revolution— Curbing Lawless- 
ness and Immorality. 



Mexico City, December, 1916. 



'W=. 



'KL.L.. what at tiie people?" Every 
while somebody In the 
lidst of a discussion of Mex\- 
'in imllUca or economic condltioni, here 
*kf that queBllon. It la not necessarily 
..-kcd In a spirit of crltlclBm, Im- 
'l,vin»r that the sixteen mlUlonB of people 
Ml- innocent byatanders, helpless vlcUmti 
■f ijO.ano of their number who comprise 
hi: Brand total of the whole' re volution - 
II y business, army. oHIcials. politicians. 
. hJL'ta. ct al. But the revolutionists, or 
I 'imslitullot^allsts as they prefer to call 
' liPniMflvos.' ait down theniaelves occa- 
sionally — tliatsls. the philoHophlcalty in- 
<'lini?d among them do — to dincuss what 
i-ffpct six. years of Internecine utrlfe has 
hud on the younger generation, what it 
IS doinp to the civil side of things, what 
morality or Immorality It Ib produeinB. 
Mnd what will the Mexico ol 
!«■ like, built as It must be o 



s of t 






e the subject is sociological and not 

lilical. impartial opinion la easily dis- 

L-ered. The first effects of the Ave yeara 

revolution have not been favorable. 

e has 



which includes 



rse, quaillles 
)'' honesty and uprightness as well as 
.h<' fimdaiiientalB of family lite. This 
i iiidlspu table because it la ohvloui. But 
:hn ConBtituUonollsts are Quite right 
*hcn, admitting the lli-eftacts, they argue 
liii'se to be In conformity merely with 
the laws of social progress and prrdlct 
*n Inevitable trend upward on the chart 
uf morality. 

To Inspect Mexico from the point of 
view of the Boclologlst, It Ib necessary 
li) remember that class llne> are very 
InilJHtiTieti It la difficult, unless one knows 
l).is Incongruous population of mixed 
bloods and races, to tell wher« one class 
rnils and another begins. Similarly you 
must take horliontal as well aa perpen- 



dicular cross sections. There is an upper, 
a middle, and a lower class division in 
southern Mexico which dlflera from those 
same three In the central country, and 
Is also unlike the classes In the north ot 
the republic. 



The people of the north of Mexico are 
o! the atuirdy race — they began this revo- 
lution, and (hey are the virile persona 
who forced a radical programme 



r less decadent r 



1 the 



capital. Bflt that is the geoRraphical 
division: every largo country that begins 
far outside the tropics and apreada down 
toward the equator, a land of almost per- 
petual aunahlnfe, breeds persona of vary- 
ing complexions and varying energies. 
Anyone who has lived in Mexico a, week 
knows what you mean when you refer 
to the "Indians," or the "peons," those 
primitive, half-clad, dirty, barefooted men, 
women, girls, boya, babies, of brown face 
and Jet black hair and scarcely any edu- 
cation. Also there are those of the 
Indian type. Just slightly more advanced 
—they may wear shoes Instead of aaa- 
dslg and trousers Instead of mis-shapen 
pantaloons rolled to the bare knees. But 
Improvement In dresa does not always 
signify education. The majority ot the 
people Id Mexico ars tanned — either by 
the Bun of to-day or the sun which 
browned their Indian ancestori. Only 
when you have talked to tbsm and de- 
termined the llraltB of their nlnda can 
you tell whether you are approaching the 
upper classes. As a rule the purs whites, 
the second generation of Spaniards, 
those who emigrated from the ii«rth o( 
Spain, are people of education and cul- 

EtlU culture Is a hard word to define 
with respect to Mexico. Even the lower 
classes ttre passionately fond ot muric. 



They have an Inborn affinity for fla* 
art. And guitllity. Instead of Mavactneal, 
cbairactertaes them for tlie moat part 

timat or education. 

Of course, In the upper classes ai-e 
fopnd Mexico's flnest-looklng men and 
Women, but not necessarily Its most ca- 
pable people. In the Diaz regime, the more 
or less well-to-do, the flrst families, ruled 
the country. The Carranea Government 
Is really a most representctive aS^r — in 
an ethnological sense. For In it thu mid- 
dle class, cohiposed of the original MexJ- 
t-an type — a combination of Indiao and 
Spanish — predominates. There are In the 
Government, too, men wbose parents have 
been full-blooded Indlans-^hemsalvea 
peons — and there are men also ot the 
cultured closa which haa ilwaya managed 
to keep on tOip, but their liberalism, not 
their money, glvea them power to-day. 

The ConstitutlonallBtB who rule Mexi- 
CO are northerners. Qen. Carranza. Qeo. 
Obregon, Gen. Pablo Gonaales. Igoacio 
Bonlllas. Alberto Paul — all those leaders 
are from the Mexican states nearest tl-a 
Hlo Grande, How niuch the Iniluence of 
contact with the Ideals ot the United 
States may have hod In giving these men 
thu courage of their convictions is hard 
to say, but undoubtedly they have caught 
Bome ot the spirit of the great republla 
beyond. 

I was waiklnr one day witb one of the 
Constitutionalist leaders, u. man of tech- 
nical education, but Interested, too. in 
Mexico's social needs. We almost stum- 
bled over a man and boy asleep; folded in 
llaiikets under the aky. They lay along- 
side some freight cars, wherein were 
lro(>ps, wh'es, children, and camp foltow- 

"Jt will take generations," he said, "to 
make this a rare sight In Mexico, Edu- 
cation will do it— education that the 
'cientltlcoa' said wasn't good for the 
people, education that the Catholic 
Church wouldn't give them, education 
that we must give them ond will. It 
alone can change all this." 



On the theory that a little knowledge 
is a dangerous thing, the old regime kept 
the lower ciassea In conatant Ignorance 
as well as in constant awe of those 
ebove. To-day the peona atill Impress 
you aa afraid any minute they will be 
enslaved as happened on one pretext or 
another in the days of the Porfirlsta sys. 

Hasn't liberty given way. as it usual- 
ly does, to license? There can be no 
doubt of It. Serious abuse of new-found 
liberty, excesses of all kinds, johberics, 
bandit depredations, and a wave of mur- 
der and crime have follnwcil in the wake 
oi the revolution. An uaecriipulous cIujs 
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OBUftiiy rules » reToIutlMMrr «rmr, and 
l( no( savage at the outBet, Itg leaders 
become so' when Intoxicated with pawer. 
I', is simply a drop from ordered Ute to 
the primitive state wherein mlrht makes 
right, wherein self-preservation and 
selflshness are the only laws that are 
rtooKnized. 

, But all this was Inevitable and tha 
Constitutionalist leaders are absolutely 
ccnfldent that tbey will be able to curb 
lawlessness. In fact, they have already 
stamped out a good deal of It. Tet It 
must of necessity leave irfiprint on the 
■ ycung, the boys of fifteen to twenty, 
whose growth has been parallel with 
anarchy, a disrupted Government, the 
course of courts, and a reign t>t terror. 

Immorality practiced by so many of 
the captains, colonels, and generals with 
Impunity has bad a correspondingly bad 
effect on the young in those districts 
where the revolution has trampled tin- 
der foot the old order of things, but 
fortunately the lighting has been going 
on In coroparaUvely t^w places In the 
amall towns along the main railroad 
linea. The big dUes have changed hands 
frcduently, but with few eicepUons has 
there 1>een much flghting In them. On the 
ranches and farms, on the plantations, in 
Yucatan, for example, or the state of 
Guadalajara, the normal appearance of 
things ts preserred, the social structure, 
such aa it was. la Intact. 

MsnOO OTT AND QtriDALUAM. 
MejJco City and the city of Guadalajara 
are the two largest clUee of the republic. 
the former with nearly 600,000 and the 
latter with at least IJO.OOO populaUon. 
Streets have not been Icept up and are 
sadly in need of repair, but the commu- 
nity life la much the same as it has 
been. Guadalajara has been least af- 
fected of all the Important cities, and 
Is flourishing to-day. Mexico City has 
a ramshaelOe appearance, but la slowly 
being put Into habitable condition by the 
municipal authorities. The chief of po- 
lice, once a light-opera comedian, has 
turned out to be an efficient administrator 
and one who has reduced the number of 
street holdups and caf5 brawls to a rath 
cr respectable minimum — at any rate 
one that compares not unfaioiably with 
what happens on the Bowery m New 
York or South Clark Street m Chicago 

Life among the better claaies is Some 
what different. There depressed spirits 
prevail. So many friends have been e\ 
lied! Properties have been taken away 
Many of the houses are now being given 
back to the "cientlficos The Constitu 
tionalists are really doing a commendabin 
work in correcting the earlier abuses of 
their military commanilers hut much In 
Mtill to be desired before Mexiro Citv 
will be able to resume Its gay lite of 
yesteryears. 



THE TRUTH ABOUT MEXICO 

Tfaaatres, operas; morlng-plcture shows, 
and burlesque performances are in full 
swluf In the city. They always have 
been, no matter what faction held the 
capital. Mexicans must be amused. A 
circus moves about the country, drawing 
big crowds. And midst all the fightinc 
and the money famine, one of the finest 
looking edifices In the wortd— the Na- 
tional Theatre of Mexico— is slowly being 
completed. 

Is Mexico better off to-day. are the 
people happier, more contented with the 
rights and liberties now restored to them 
by the revolution? The physical facts 
admit of only one answer: Not yet. Revo- 
lution In established institutions means 



not ^mply destruction of crop^ ■ 
Ins armies, and the spread ot u - 
means famine and high prices - 
fering. Mexico baa suffered ni'; 
benefits of a revolution are not i,-. 
benefits. It took a long time f 
struct France after the Rpvol.ili. 
own Civil War brought on n 
period of hardship for the Soii-h, 
ico is paylnR dearly for her r-\ 
hut it was inevitable; It had tr 
And disturbed by no outrfile !'■■ 
revolution will, as it has in oil.- 
of the world and '" other p<^ilw? 
liiry, prove a godsend to the co.iii 
Mexico is being reborn. 



GRAFT-PURE AND SIMPLE 



Reign of Fraud Makes Internal Problem for Carranza tMic 
Serious Difficulty— His Hand Firmly Set Against C.r,; 
ers—Pani's Contest With the Military, 



Mexico City, December, 1916. 
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THIS is a fltoo flbcu 
graft !•* too generic i 
called loot fraud plunder roblwn 
b rgJary— or anithing else that oxpiosse 
the idea of dellbeialeb taking finm >n 
person that whith belongs to him in 
talmiy taking unto ont 
erty utufi utt and all 

Graft is not an tnnovit on however in 
Me\ico— nor H it petuliHriy ondenin. lo 
the tropiLB Whiaperi of it are •,omr- 
times heard in the United -^tAtes hut for 
plain open unblushing gnft «hiih in 
eludes Bpetulatlon nith a fluLtualiiifi: 
currency the manipulators down Iicio 
cruld give the brotherhood up Noith a 
long hindtcap and beat thtm handily 



Beloie iiocpfdtng furthei 
■\plam the devioiia wrjs b' 
1 practlred here it ought t 
:ho outset that the honest 
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ident knows more about th< ni 
an> one in the republic And tjIi .t 
doing to siamp it out how ht a 
11 "inicepding the risks he Is tal inr 
some of bis military chiefs— all i 
but a small part of the burdeni 
man who is trving to estal hsh a 1, 
mont in Me\ko Ho has an uilm 
job V] when you read repoita n 
I ere and there of forced loan= o 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT MEXICO. 



■'""alinE of horses and catUe. of the loot- 
i>i.' of stores, remember that there Is one 
').«n on top whose power Is slowly In- 
I'^aKine, and who will not right away, 
"it In the co«rse ot time, get the upper 
■.met and enforce discipline In a manner 
":it will make Porflrio Dfaz seem like a 
iinlJyfoddle. He has the backbone to do 
t. hut he also has the good sense not to 

I V to reform everything at once. "In any 
''voliitlon such as has to do with tunda- 
ifntal principles o( gDvernment, the first 

II sk Is the actual organisation of the 
;''vcrnment, and after that, after author- 
ly la onoe definitely distributed, then at- 
!<nilnn can be paid to the morals of the 
ummunity. 



t the story of ^raft Is an Interesting 
1 what happens when a 
--lute la dissolved, when the state dlslO' 
i> 4'iates and really for a time sovereignty 
i:iii>H buck to the several elements or tac- 
iiiiii;c tlint comprise the people and where 
iDiRht makes right as well aa taw In the 
la nd. 

What Is happening now la an evolution, 
it srndual return to discipline and order, 
nnd If the process seems lame and slow, 
cin not forget that the revolution haa been 
;:"iiiE on for five years, and during that 
lime thi; civil strife, the marauding ar- 
irii'-n. and raiding bandits have done quite 
a complete Job of it — that Is. of dlslnte- 
Rrviting the authority and the phjsical 
Ftnutui-e of the land. 

rnsorupuious persona exist In all parts 
of the world, but Latin-America has an 
^iliundnnce of them, especially among the 
!r.wpr classes. One al-*ays had to mind 
liTM watch and his pocketbook In Mexico 
I'ity. but to-day he must sew them up 
ill his clothes — and then he Isn't sure ot 
kicping them, for Just the other day a 
lilithe young Mexicun returned to one ot 
'In- (■lul>3 and discovered that somebody 
in the street car, on the street, somewhere, 
hull rut a neat little silt just above the 
, '"'Itt't of his troupers and extiacted there, 
iruiii his neatly arranged packet uf bills, 

Stl'cct cars are Infested with pickpock- 
(■IH. also with germs. Moral: Don't ride on 
stii-et cars. Ride in the coaches (hacks) 
i.r in automobiles, If they are available. 
il"iiiRh you must spend quite a fortune 
'loing so. Still it may be an economical 
^ise insurance. 



•here Is a place In Mexico aty the 
xicans have named "the Thieves' Mar- 
," recognizing the character of the 
n-handise sold therein. Prices fluctu- 
merrily. They take anything you will 
e almost, 'it Is a cut-rate shop, and 



You oan't leave a bicycle or an auto 
around, if perchance you must run in at 
the telegraph odlce. the post amee, or the 
theatre. Bltber you must devise a lock 
as big as the machine itself or hire an 
army of brown-faced muckachot to watch 
the vehicle — boys whom you survey with . 
that comfortable ^Bifpresalon of security j 
which at heart yoij .kr>ow is really a^jear 
that the youths may be In colluslos with 
the thieves themselves! 

But these are petty' forms of stealing. 
They are mere matters for the municipal 
police to attend to. and little by little the 
nation's capita! la getting a decent force 
of police and detectives. Some day — pos- 
sibly another six months or year — things 
in your pockets may be a little safer than 
they have lieen. In tact, the Improve- 
ment In the last six months has been no- 
tii.'eable. Mbre autos are on the streets, 
more bicycles, and more people go stroll. 
Ing at night. There hasn't been a hold- 
up of consequence in several weeks. 



The real graft In Mexico Is In the 
money speculation, In the misuse of 
freight cars, the commandeering of sup- 
plies by corrupt generals and colonela 
Any one who has tried to do business In 
Uexico in the last few years knows It 
In graphic detail if you had managed 
to get a consignment of goods to Mexico 
by steamship, the problem was to get 
it overland by rail to Me»lco City, Roll- 
ing stock is scarce. Perhaps by paying 
the military commander at the port, or 
some subordinate, a neat little sum, you 
could get a freight car for your gooda 
It may be some one else's freight car. 
paid for and co.ntracted tor weeks In ad- 
vance, but what matters that — what'i a 
freight car compared to some good old- 
fashioned silver or gold, especially with 
paper currency going down. down, down 
every day? So you yield to the extor- 
tion, only It is hard to say when the next 
contribution must be made, that is. Who 
will hold up the car en route and demand 
hia tee. And so it has gone for months. 
The offenders have been the military. 
Generals and colonels early in tlte revo-. 
lution seized freight cars and day coach- 
ts and Pullmans, and converted them into 
grotesque private cars. The troop trafns 
— ordinary box cars — were converted into 
dormitories wiilch for sheer dirt and smell 
average American crazy 



I've 
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Few people have known of the real 
tight against these things which the Car- 
ranza Government has made. Alberto 
Panl. president of the National Rallwaya 
began last summer a campaign against 
these military men, and, with the co- 
operatlon of the Fir.flt Chief, issued the 
most drastically worded circulars and or- 
ders. They have been effective, too. Panl 
delled generals and colonels. One night 



the passenger train which waa due to 
leave Mexico Llty tor LAredo had a car- 
ful ot passengers. A Mexican and hIa 
wife had a drawing-room reserved for 
many weeks — It Is so hard to get accom- 
modatloris. And they had paid (or It la 
inetallle cujwency, too. A general strolled 
aloDg and "ordered them out, proceeding 
to ina^e hlm^lt at home. Mr. Panl hap- 
pened to bo about and heard the discus- 
sion. Ho ordered the general out The 
latter pointed a pistol at the diminutive 
form ot the director of the railways. Mr. 
Pani stood his groimd, called the generai 
a coward, reminded hiro of the First 
Chiers strict orders on the subject of 
commandeering trains, and told him to 
set out— which he did, Pani has done 
this same thing over and over again. And 
employees who don't Insist on trcnspor- 
tatlon and tickets from military passen- 
gers are heavily fined. Slowly the evil 
has been eradicated until to-day, if you 
buy a ticket and a berth. It Is yours. And 
the railroad recelpCs have Increased tre- 
mendously. 

BXCHiNGINO TOUR MONBT.^ 

I*at but oot least among the offenders 
against honesty and other outworn vir- 
tues here are the cot/otea. This name, 
taken, ot course, from the plunderous In- 
stinct of the animal of that species, la 
applied to the brokers who buy and sell 
exchange. If you have American money 
and. want to get Mexican paper cur- 
rency, they will tell ybu the rate Is go- 
ing up, that you had better exchange to- 
day and get more bills than might b* 
forthcoming to-morrow. On the other 
hand, it you have Mexican money and 
want to exchange it tor American dol- 
lars, they will lament the general condi- 
tion of affair*, they will tell you Car- 
ranza is going to fal], that the Govern- 
ment is collapsing, and that the number 
of American dollars you can get tor your 
Mexican money, to-day will be cut In half 
to-morrow— any day. « 

Then, toft with the Government often 
decreeing the rate of exchange, knowing 
In advance what are to be the decrees 
with respect to all other phases of ex- 
change, officials tip off friends, in fact 
work with them tretiuently In acquiring 
large gains on the very changes them- 
selves: It Is bard to trace this form ot 
graft, but fortunes have been made that 
way. Any one who knew a month ago that 
ail the paper currency in Mexico would 
be valueless thirty days afterward, that 
only Mexican gold and silver would bs 
in circulation, that the amount of these 
coins was wofully small, and that they 
would therefore be at a premium, need 
only to have quietly exchanged 11,000 in 
American money for 2,000 Mexican silver 
pesos. Ordinaiily a peso Is worth fifty 
cents, and two are exchanged evenly for 
an American dollar. But with the Mexican 
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OKO at ft ten psr cont. premium, the 
ahie of your 3,000 pesos at the end oC 
(lirly days would be Jl.ino In American 
loiiey, and you would have (100 profit 
.ithoiit turnine a hand, without doing 
u>ri> than asking your bank to exchange 
1 mi' dean currency for Mexkan coin. 



Some few people, of course some In 
fhc Government, must' hftve. profited 
handHomcly by all this. The inclilpnt 
is mentioned merely lo Illustrate what 
Don Venustlnnd must contend with 
n Kile an impalient group of forelRn na- 
tion.s prod him for not preventing a. 
handful of rutliana from blowing up a 
train in some unprbnounipable reKlon of 



THE TRUTH ABOUT MEXICO 

To-day aJl the paper money ha« been 
driven out of circulation. Thousands of 
people have been left with the hilts. 
These are useless becau.so do one accepts 
them, but, Just the same, I hoard the 
other day of an American who bought 
£0,000 peao bills tor t80 In gold, and liT- 
tenda holding on to tbaai for some mys- 
terious reason. Maybe he has Inside in- 
formation that these bills some day will 
be retired at, say, & peso for ten cen- 
lavos of Mexican money. Or a nickel in 
American money. In that case he would 
collect Jlfi,000 In good coin of the realm 
with American eagles inscribed there- 
, but 



on. These may h 


vague dr 


the thing lo remem 


>er is that 


people in the Go 


ernment i 



All of which is A n 
evitable phase of revolution. And ■' 
ImposInK bardahipH and aulEeringe '■-> 
people, rich and poor, whose prcp*(~. 
subject to such kaleidoscopic churi: 
value, still the corofortinB thought i= ■ 
at last a start has been n>ad<- i:'~ 
curing these evils. Mexico lia« '■ 
honest In the past, and notblos bar ^ 
pened la the last Ave years ta a\wr 
fundamental character of moRt i>f 
inhabitants, business men inclurtit 
has been simply a reign of di? ■ 
There has been no law. TTierefi-rp 
one has seen fit to obey any. Now, r 
the early return of conatitullonai i 
and courts of Justice, aomethlns d.(T : 
should result. 



^^?F^ 



ARMED INTERVENTION 



The Pro and Con of It^Revolution Has Put Thousands Under 
Arms and Seasoned Them— Why Mexican Patriotism 
Would Produce Bitter Opposition — President Wilson's 
Popularity inMe.xico. S 



used to have under Dlai. But thr; 
mistaken. The American Iroopa wi' 
poespsaion of Vera Crui a year api 
the moat unpopular names amon;; 
American bUBlness Interesta weri- 
ot the army ofBcers, who had ■ 
chHrge of varloua municipal departn 
The army offlcora Inaisted tlial 
Americans must be subject lo the 
rviles and regnlations as Mexican* 
considerable cbaflng ensued which 1 
yet forgotten in the Amarican colli 



Mexico City, December, 1916. 



PI Ol'LB In the Lniled Slate-* lilk 
about aimed mter\cntlon In Me\lco 
with a elean em up spirit of hr^g 
p kIolIo \nd some Mexican refugees n^ 
« 11 as \mericin'i who hn\ e \\\c& In 
M \no sit about in r«cw York and oi^e 
v.h re and calmly ti'll jou Intervention 
will be welcomed there will not be much 

thi. people will be well fed and 

Thus runt supcrtlrul opinion hill no 
<ne I in leilli think that "n> who ^\i 
p nitrrtUd the MeMt m diiiTacter not 
Ihe letuhoi tl i-s whjth is m thi I nittd 
■it tea lo day and wints lo lonseive its 



M(\lfan propertic: th nking an \meil 
<an occupation will prevent conflhcation 
by the radical n volulioni'ttB now in 
poner— but the rank -md file of the Me\ 
i<an people 

They talk about Intervention here ab 
stractly and academlrall> It is of 
course always ImpenUng— a posiibllity 
Most ot the foreigners h»\e blown It 
Throu(,h thousand'! of tmoke ringa until 
th(y believe in its ineiltableneos just as 
f'cy belie\e tn thi cycle of seaiona 
Tho> think it will help them that an 
Vmcilcnn occupation will mean freedom 
o' opi-ratlon and the same privileges they 



But what 



)u1d ' 



Me] 



really do if 1 
a delicate subject to talk about Id M-i 
ico— that la, among Mexicans — hi 11 
managed to introduce 



Mexican folks thought about It. 



The moat Interesting experience w\= ■■ 
t^a one Sunday afternoon In the hoin 
a leading family The mother Is h 
American- and of course both "he a 
her son of twcntj speak Engl sh M 
were talking of the political >uti.ia 
1 he properliea of the famii> had I 
liken avtay and iui_h aa remained \l 1 
od about ten dollars a month of aitii 
value though thousands In worthlev* r 
per curienc> It had compelled btg 1 
load^ on savlngi for there wai n 
enough Income from rents to pay a °i 

o' the tamilj was more than adeiuai* 
but obviously the family felt bitterl) l 
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.ud the CamiDza Goveiiiment. The 

iihiT upuke of inter vent Ion an « proba- 

"Wliitt would really bappen If tnter- 

iitlon did come?" I aaked, 

■I would be glad. I don"t think there 
iiiLiri be opposition. The people would 
■ satisfied with any Government that 

]it them at work," she replied. But 
nTP was an interruption. The son 

"Oh, no. mother," he said; "there 
fpuM be oppoaltioo. Why, do you think 

M.oiild stay at home? Yes, I know we 
HP American blood in us. but. mother, 
c are more Mexican than American. 
nd wouldn't Juan go. too?" 

The son was speaking of a younger 
roiher, now at achool— but all th« 

hools have now been milltanied. And 
IP mother confpssed she had been wor- 
■.'■■l many times lest the younger boy 
liMuld go oft with the army before she 
ud a cliHnce to see bim. 

Tlicoreticiilly, therefore, there would be 
ij oiiijosltion, but actually, of eourse. 
)■< rf would. Mexican patriotism Is *» 
iinnB and paaalonate aa American pa- 
iiiitiam. One Mexican Of a prominent 
iiiiiily told me that he had never car- 
icd a pistol In his lite, but If the Amer- 
.HU troops came he would not be wlth- 
■M -'CO. He would ifspnt any Insult, he 
i..iilrl light the hated invader eVery 



This would mean endless ■inlplng. and 
ifldiri; Iho American forces y:ot through 
ihiy would have lo iipply practically the 
-.;uiiv moBHurea oi force that the Ger- 
ii^iiiR thought it nnc^Msary to use In Bet- 
;;iu'ii to dlparni and conquer the civil 
1". (.Illation. 

I!ui, from a niLlitary point of view, 
thii-p ought to lie no niismiJeistandlnfi 
iif what soft of lighting would be en- 
icit.iucrrd. Tlu're would he a eood deal 
of mnruudii;g. banditry, and euerrlllu 
ivarfarc. Tliousands and thousands of 
Hill .Ic IS would have to lie vised to garri- 
"oii the IJnea ofcoinmunicaUon, and in 

I'l. the Mexicans have become quite ex- 
pert in blowing up bridees and dynamit- 
ing trains. The revolution has taught 
ttinm much about warfare. 

For live years at least 150.000 men have 
hi'cn under arms, have withstood the rig. 
iii.-i of the climate, have become seasoned 
tiL-hlers. The American troojiB. unused 
to Ihe country and bushwhaCKing. would 
hiid their task an unusually difficult one. 

Nubody — not even the Mexican — has 
nny dcniht that the United States, with 
ilH Immense resources, eventually would 

w'nh as much reidgnation, and can take 
dprcat as heroically, aa any people In ths 
n 'dil. To die tor one's country is aa 



nobly extolled In Mexico aa in the Unit- ■ 
ed f^t&tes or on the t>attlelleldB of Europe. 
Human nature is not a bit different In 
Mexico. 

But, assuming that Intervention did 
come, assuming that an American occu- 
pation Anally did tranquilllEe the coun- 
try, and the United Btates set Itself to 
putting Mexico's house la order, to set' 
tie the prolDlems that have caused popu- ^ 
lar discontent and revolution, to whom, 
to what claBS or (roup, would the admin- 
istration of atfalra be given? It must 
t>e to the Mexicans, for certainly all the 
professions of the United States that It 
doesn't want terrltiory would be put to a, 
test, and LAtln America would be not 
the least Interested spectator. Would the 
United States deliver the Government In- 
to the hands of the "clentlflcos.'* the old 
ruling class? If that was done, there 
would tie peace only while the American 
forces ware on Mexican toil. Revolution, 
which fia6 been Interrupted by the 
American Intervention, would break out 



The revolution hna been based on prln- 
ciple. It la a popular contest It arlM* 
from the aspirations M a peopl« to self- 
maatery. It revolution tollowed Aineri> 
can intervention until the people raally 
got possession of their qwn Government. 
the natural question Is, Why not let the 
revolutionists, who have Onally (otten 
the upper band now, work the thing out 
themselves? It not only saves blood- 
shed, saves mlUlonB of dollars, and does 
not bring Into question before LatlD 
America the real motives t>f the United 
States in this hemisphere, but ft makt* 
Mexico tolvi: hrr oicn proilem. By so 
much docs It add to Mexico's self-reliance 
in having patriotically come to her own 
rescue, but by Just so much doqs It mkke 
the successful and popular Government 
that arises in Mexico the real friend -tl 
Its neighbor, the United States— a prac- 
tical Pan- Americanism. 

Let the discussion of Intervention con- 
tinue on theoretical grounds. Let any one 



who doubts Mexico's national spirit make 
his own Inquiries here. It would not be 
an armed occupation such as was Tfit- 
nessed In Cuba, a small country, easily 
traversed, but a war In a loreiga land, in 
thousands of miles of desert, antoRK 
mountains, and among a strange hostile 
people, who would fight to the death. 

President Wilson's policies may not 
have been popular In Mexico because of 
things the Mexicans did not and do not 
yet understand, but tbrougbout Maxtoo, 
rightly or wrongly, the impresBlon was 
strong th%t the election of Uusliei meant 
certain Intervention and war. Never "ot- 
tor* in the memory of older Mexicans 
has there been such interest taken in an 
American election. One ol the Mexican 
newspapers got a bulletin service from 
the AMOdated Press, advertised it sev- 
eral days in advance, and on the night of 
election the streets were Junmed lor 
manr blocks. 



The Mexican* bet beavlly on Wilson. 
They seemed to think lie ought to !>• 
elected Iwcause he was tor peace with 
Mexico. And wlien he did win, the exul- 
tation was not concealed. An American 
President was never more popular la 
Mexico than when Woodrow Wilson was 
flnalty declared reelected. And the expec- 
taCion that Mr. Wilson wlU keep the Unit- 
ed States at peace with Mexico Is deeply 
ingrained. He has a great deal more 
influence In the situation than he ever 
had. He has a more powerful Instrument 
than armed Intervention. ' He has a- moral 
power which. If properly exercised, can 
make Mexico understand the American 
tplrit and the American people In such 
ii way that a better start than over be- 
fore can be made to remove anti-Ameri- 
can feeling. Hostility to the American 
has existed here ever since the secesalOB 
of Texas and the War of 1S48. It made 
Mexico nationally suapldous of the Unit- 
ed States. And never did an American 
President tiave such an opportunity to 
reveal America's real purposes and resJ 
motives as has Woodrow Wilson to-4sj. 
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IX. 

MEXICO'S CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 



Difference Between de Facto and dc Jure Government in 
Mexico and How the Constitutional Order Interrupted by 
Hucrta is Being Restored — The Outlook as to Suffrage, 
■ ale and Female. 



Queretaro, Mexico^ December, 1916. 



I 



To incMt people In the United States 
the frank admlSEdon of the Carrania 
Oovemmeat that It Is not operating 
under the Constitution of Mexico, that 
It is not the legally constituted govern- 
ment of the republic, would seem an odd 
denial o( Its own authority. But It does 
not pretend to be a constitutional gov- 
ernment, and It never did. Gen, Carranza 
and his party obtained recosnitlon as a 
lie /ado Government. They never asked 
to be considered otherwise. Only when 
there la a general election, which will be 
held In another two months, will a 
df jure Government arise, and only then 
will the country resume the constitution- 
al order, courts of justice, and regular 
IcKlslatlve and executive processes. 

The word "resume" Is used advisedly 
and requires a retrospect. The Carranza 
■party never recognized Huerta as a legal 
Kxcoutlve— nor did the i:nited Slates. 
Madero was, of course, legally elccled 
m 1912 to fill out the unexpired term 
ot Porflrlo Dia«. which would have been 
until 1816. Huerta's coup d'itat. his over- 
throw of Madero. therefore, was consld- 
eicd by Carranza and his adherents as 
an interruption ot the constitutional 
rcEime of Madero. In fact, the Carranza 
it'voliilionists took the name ■•Constitu- 
tionalists" and mainlain It still as a sym- 
bol of their creed, their programme — to 
restore conatltutional government in MeJt- 
Ilo. The ftrat step was to get military 
control of the country — to get power. 
The revolutlonlsls succeeded. Their or- 
tnnlzalion they called the Ccmstitutional- 
Ist army, and Gen. Carranza, though not 
a military mHn. they designated In a con- 
ff-rcnce of leaders held at Guadalupe In 
1313, as Klrsl Chief of the Constitution- 
alist army In charge of the e.xecullve 
power. The programme o( that confer- 
ence has become famous as the Plan of 



Now Gen. Carranza and his followers 
have succeeded not only In gaining mili- 
tary control of all but one of the states of 
llie Republic— Chihuahua— but the First 
Chief has been recognlied by the prin- 
cipal natiows of the world aa the Chief 
Executive ot a de favto Government. Mr. 
Carranza is therefore at the present mo- 
ment carrying forward his plans for res- 
toration ot constitutional order laid two 
years ago. 

The Constituent Assembly is now meet- 



Its : 



tntly 



chosen by the people In eleclio 
permitted the widest freedom of discus- 
sion and the exercise of unreslrleled suf- 
frage. The Assembly is modelled closely 
afler that which followed Ihe end of the 
French Hevolulion. The Assembly's work 
Is to revise the Constitution which Mex- 
ico adopted In J8S7. arrange for the gen- 
eral elections of President and Congress, 
and to fix (he date for the resumption 
or constitutional order. As soon as these 
things are done, the Assembly auto- 
matically expires. Some of the mem- 
bers, no doubt, will he elected as regulHr 
f'ongressmen and Senators when the gen- 
eiai elections are held in February tor 



the new Congress, but that, ol c . 
rests with the people. 

The point is that Mexico at las: ,- . 
ting back on the foundattons of Inn 
order interrupted by Huerta's lll'-j.'.il 
arbitrary overthrow of Madero. Su. 
speaking, the United Stales need not 1- 
recognized the Carranza Govemm'-!:- 
til It established a dc }ure GovcrurT 
but In the nature of things the re:/, 
lion of the Carrania party as a rf' '- 
Government was in accord with tfi' 
cepted principles of international la's- 
cause the Carranza party, having c-.. 
military supremacy, really posses?<'.il 
elements of sovereignty In the couv 
Sovereignty, according to both an.: 
and modern political theory, rfFiiiJ.-'; 
ways in the people, and when their li. 
nated spokesman — the President, or K 
— abuses his power, they rebel. Th" 
umphant revolutionary party in eff.', i 
covers possession of the sovereinnly. 
power previously a 



Guadalupe. It called for the formation 
of a Constituent Assembly, which was 
to revise the Constitution and arrange 
for a general election of President and 
Congress. It was tried out at Mexico 
City and Aguascalienles in 1914, but both 
conventions were failures because Pran- 
cisco Villa and his brigades ot the Con- 
stitutionalist army refused to permit 
them to be carried on without military 
duress. And the separation between 
CarranxB and Villa grew out ot Ihe con- 
tested procedure at those i 



up 1 



what r 



mt / 



mbly's 



of the |.iei(,] 
new government, to give It a revised i 
stitutlon. and really procreate a ]i 
Executive, a legal Congress, and a ju' 
ary ot lawful origin. 

The' Assembly has had under con 
cratlon all the decrees and acts of < 
len Carranza, First Chief ot the Cor 
tulionallst army. In charge of the px' 
tlve power. In his speech to the 
sembjy, he gave an account of his i 
todianship of the executive power. Si 
of these acts will be incorporated In 
revised Constitution, being eml>o'iird 
new principles of authority, and on 



will I 






the new Congress m 

The Constitution will not be com[> 
tor another month. It 1h an Interci 
document, as tentatively drawn, a ra 
Tiofircsslve chart of rights. Take. 
Instance, the woman suffmRp aj 
which It is being proposed shall lip 
eluded In the Constitution. All wn 
would not be permitted to vote but 
unmarried women who are ocim>lo, 
professional work— such as the law, n 
tine, teaching, bookkeeping. KlenoHra 



—but 



labor 



daughters ot wealthy people would 
be permitted to vote, the theory l., 
that they are dependent on others \ 
exercise a voice in the community, s 
ilarly. the moment any of these ym 
women, who are entitled to vote br<ii 
they ai-e self-Kup porting. Iwconie ma.i 
Ihcy lose their franchise, as the liu.-h, 
thoreafler can vote for the family. ■ 
It is making headviay 
■lubly 13 that, if an ignoraiu d 
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SI 



it '.an vote, certainly b achool teath- 
tlu' Riiiiie community ousht to have 
Ifirlit of sufTrage. 



n-nally. of course, not every day- 
r Hill be permitted to vote. Revo- 
, however, sprung from the people 
n't dare to Incorporate any restrlc- 
oii voting Id the Constitution at 
il. hut, after a time, perhaps a few 
diiutjtless before the 192D election, 
.^i' will be restricted to those In the 
111' who can read and wrlle, and 
II o[ all c'iaAses may then be grant- 

s liitprrsting to observe, however, 

'ii' iticmbera of the Constituent As- 
y urr anxious to put at the disposal 

■ [ppnbllc the inteUiacnt voters so 
I'uiiliu opinion will rule, ao that it 
'■■; impossible for a military dic- 
lu di'tve thousanas of lenoran* 
111 llic polls through local military 
i.iiliipi'a tu vote a certain way under 
ly of arrc^at and other punishments 
^ !■; ui tlie days of E>laz. 

Il intf-rnst was taken In the elec- 
i^-r Deputies to the Constituent Aa- 

>. There waa plenty of rivalry, and 
lM"i for a time as it Gerzayn Ugarte, 

:ixa's own private secretary, might 
" picctcd fiom hla Congressional .11s- 
II* Mexico City. Not so many voles 
I'ii.st in the general elections for 

ituent Assembly, but the Interest 
was greater than in any previous 
nil, and an IndlcaUon that, although 
rnimpli of Mr. Carrania Is a fore- 

concluEion, there will be spirited 
=tB tor places In the new Congress 

II as for Governorships. Indeed, in 
l:ite of San Luis Potosi, eight men 
announced themselves as candidates 
liivernor, and since there are no 

lii'W, the one recelvinR the highest 
IT of votes in the election wiH be 
■I'll olecled. At the same time that 
iii.i for the national Congress and 
■imrs of states are ''held, the people 

'ite tor members ot the State Leg- 
ri-fi. every one of which le to be 
tuiionally organized. 

NATJONAI, HOUSB-CL»ANIN0, 

!s a constitutional house -cleaaing 



that the Carranza party has brought 
about — a revoliltlon In every sense of 
the word. And ]u3t now Mexico Is la 
the midst of these organizing processes. 
Within two months the elections wili be 
held, the date has not yet been set, but 
Inasmuch as the Inauguration of Presi- 
dent is fixed for April 1, everybody ex- 
pects the elections to be held In Feb- 
ruary or Marct The campaigns already 
have begun In some stntea. The Constit- 
uent Assembly Is to Hx the date tor the 
elections, and make all the arrange- 
Why Is the Constituent Assembly be- 
ing held In Querfitaro? For sentimental 
reasons, chiefly. Here In this nuaint 
town ended the dictatorship of Emperor 
Maximilian, thi Invader. On a lonely 
hill, a mile from the city, an ancient 
chapel rnarks the historic spot where 
Maximilian was executed In 1S67. The 
Slexlcans consider that their era of lib- 
erty, their emancipation, began (hen. 
They feel Inspired that another era of 
liberty will begin with the revision of 
'he Constitution here, and arrangements 
ffr a resumption of the constitutional 
rtgime. 

t;uer^taro also was chosen because It 
il a quiet J place, lacking in diversion or 
distraction. The Assemblymen can b« 
the more easily kept at work. Given a 
lot of theatres and amusements such as 
Mexico aty has. tho Assembly might 
have by now hardly started Its labors. 
An it Is, the Assembly hiis divided Into 
numerous coramttteea and Is moving ■ 
ahead with an air of sober confldenco. 

As a whole, the Congress doesn't look 
very Intellectual, but then that distinc- 
tion 19 not always vouchsafed to Con- 
gressmen in the United States either. 
Actually there are about flfteen men 
In the 250. who really can be said to 
lead, which is a good percentage as Mex- 
ican legislatures go at any time, normal 
or abnormal. OI course a hlshcr grade 
ct Mexican will ait la the new Congresa 
Tho men choaen for the Assembly were 
In each Inatiince pronounced Constitu- 
tional lata, men known to be in thorough 
sympathy with the principles of the 
Itevolutlon. 

The military have nothing to do with 
the Constituent Assembly. Few Boldlera 



are bivouacked In town — simply a police 

garrison. The flrat two weeks of sessions 
were secret while credentials were ei- 
aiiiined. The only outside is admitted 
were from the piess. The discussion was 
mostly about personalities. I was pres- 
pnf one day when two officers strolled In, 
thinking the meetings were public. ,Ono 
Deputy made a point of order and tha 
nillltary were politely asked to leavs — 
which they did with apologies. 



Tho Assembly meets In the Queritaro 
Theatre, a typical opera house of the 
bIkc which a city of 60,000 would he ex- 
pected to have. Its seating capacity. Ijiil- 
conies and all, would not exceed 500, It 
is an orderly Aasembly. but the UtnioBt 
freedom of debate has characterized the 
sessions. Mr. Cairanza himself has ap- 
peared before 11 only once, when he read 
his address, but since then the leaders 
have been In consultation with him, as 
happens in the United States. But in 
reality, the Assembly Is laying down the 
law. It may not be an Imposing- looking 
affair, but the members know what they 
want. They know the loopholes in the 
old Constitution of 1BS7, whereby dicta- 
torships were establlslied and the rights 
of the people wrested from them. They 
are deliberately closing up those Aoles 
now and moulding a democracy, a gov- 
ernment suited to Mexican conditions o( 
lite, a government for which they have 
shed much blood. 

They have auffared extremely in order 
to get the opportunity of reform which 
they have to-day. Their eyes are not 
focussed on International otdlgatlons ur 
yet They are intensely absorbed in their 
Internal problems. That's why foreign 
nations are a bit impatient of what seems 
to them Mexico's slow progress. 11 Is 
as fast, however, as can be humanly ei- 
jiccted. but the prodding by foreign Gov- 
ernments won't do any harm. It ought to 
quicken the .Mexican leaders and keep 
them conscious of the breadth of their 
task as well as tho breakers that lie 
ahead of them. Eternal vigilance, <l«- 
manded for the success of individuals; Is 
not less the obligation of friendly Ooverii- 
meutA. 
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EDUCATIONAL REFORM 



Each State Controls Education, but Plans Being Laid to Co- 
ordinate System — Sending Mexicans to United States to 
Study Aids International Amity — Many Thousands of 
Children Have No Schooling Whatever. 



to the r>epartmem of Eflura'br ■ 
general dlstrlbulton, and altos ■ 
Mexicans are quite enthusiuBi-L . 

Already, too. G«». Carranra v 
hl3 consent for a. delegatloa if 
tcacheri to accept the tnvHj.i::- 
ously extended by the Nationu. 
(ton ot Teachera to attend th":' 
In the United States tn June. 
nately, the vacation for whool." 
CO comes In January and Febn; i 
will be diracult to obtain lea^- 
sence *or many teachers, Vui . 
twenty -live will make the trip. 



Mexico City, December, 1916. 



As you travel across the Rio Grande, 
you are Immediately impressed 
with the (act that you have turned 
the pages of history back a century or 
two — you are In the midst of a primitive 
clvJlisatlon. It la not that the complexion 
of tha people or their habits ot life are 
dirrerent. It Is that millions— literally 
niUUon»~— of those around you can neither 
read nor write, and out of a population 
ot 10,000.001) at least two million still 
•peak Indian dialects and communicate 
crudely with their countrymen, 

Mexico's greatest problem Is how to 
educate her illiterate manses — for an im- 
derlying Ignorance la always a potential 
source of revoiulion. 

Opening Bchools and planning a uni- 
form system of education that will take 
hold throughout the republic is neither a 
spectacular nor dramatic affair. It 
(loean't get headlines. Itut while In 
Mexico to-dny it wotild seem that Im- 
Iirovement of living conditions, and a 
stabl Illation of the central Government 
were the moat pressing and urgent thinge 
U> be done, It is gratifying nevertheless 
to discover that First Chief Cnrranjia it 
personally assisting In educational re- 
form In Mexico, Is directing that liberal 
appropriations from the funds of the 
central Government be made Cor teach- 
ers' salaries and new schools, and is also 
supervising the expenditures as much as 
possible so that there may be no waste. 

Andres Osuna, who is general super- 
intendent of eduiatlon in Mexico t'ity 
and Is an intimate friend of the First 
Chief, having been at tho head of the 
board of Edvicallon in the latter'a nativo 
slate— Coahuila— makes It his busincsn 
to consult the First Chief at least twice a 
week. The more one digs into things 
here, the more one flnda that Vennsttano 
Carranza has upon his shoulders innu- 



merable burdens. And how he man- 
ages to do as well as he does with some 
of the inefficient men be has to deal 
with, who have not yet learned the fun- 
of service, is indeed a mystery. 



It la ffttlng that a man Ilka Andres 
Osuna should be at the right hand of 
Carranza In educational mattera Osuna, 
of course, has the confidence of the First 
Chief. He bIho is thoroughly familiar 
with .American syslemB of education, both 
in the primary and secondary schools and 
colleges, being himself a graduate of 
Brldgewater Normal School, at Brldge- 
wfltnr. Mass.. and having received B.A. 
and M.A. degrees at Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity. Nn-ihvtlle, 'Icnn. He has lived tor 
many years In the United States and 
of the American plan of 
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for cooperation with the 
, Osuna has no such fear, 
istant correspondence with 
the United States, seeking 
e best that it is ponslble to 



I'nited 
H is in 

for Mexict 

turhed republic. Perhaps the most inter- 
esting development in (his line is the 
si.iendld effort of Stanley Ynrnell, of the 
Frirnds' Si'hool. Philadelphia, who has 
launched a plan for universlly scholar- 
ships in leading 'miversltles and colleges 
in the United States for deserving Mexi- 
can students. .Mready about fifleen to 
eighteen aeholavships have been obtained. 



Mexico's school registration !• 
low what it ought to be. B:isc-J 
rentage estlmatei In the Urn'-. 
there ought to be In a plac*' lit' 
City at least IBO.OOO chlldroc I: 
but there are only 120.000. Th.-' 
sand boya and girla. therefore, bi • 
attended school. It is a oucleu." ■ 
ranee — an ultimate Inatruraeni ! .- 
lutlon and bloodahed or bandl'rv - 
lawlessness. In Michoacan. w'^if 
000 .000 Inhabitants, there ouchi ■ 
least 1&0,000 In attendance, hul i- 
000 are registered. Figures fnr ' 
Hre nation, taken In 1910, when : ■ 
In power, show that only ISO'.' 
dren were In school, out o( a li" . 
ulatlon ot IB.OOO.OOO, Which sh-L' 
S.ooo.oOO, or at least 1,000,000 tc • 

The Dial Government did r.t>'. 
In spreading common -school f 
Thcie was no system. Even il'i 
was never divided Into school «i 
sometimes there were two an. 
schools In the same block, ^^.. 
was neglected. All this has r 
changed. Not only has the ciiv 
vided into districts, with a -u:'- 
ent directly responsible for emh 
but special attention has be«-n ^ 
the health of the children in,} ■■ 
tatlon of buildings. A board of p' 



— flftee 



in all — has 



who. together with twenty-sli 
make constant rounds in the ■ 
Also, at least Hfteen male teacher- 
Irregular hablia did not. in the c.j 
the general superintendent, nial' 
lit to teach the young, have been : 
ed. 

The curious thing about e^i].-,i 
Mexico since the revolution besr^iTi 
Is that the schools have never Icf 
by any faction. For a time in r 
of Morelos, overrun by ZapatE«r..s 

ind It V 



early twenty other coliegos have 


dangerous for any employ 


ed the plan. Some institutions 


Government to be about. 


offered full scholarships, board. 


possible to send salaries 




Classes were suspended. 


Epestcd oi>portunilica for student 


the civil aulhoritles were 


pport. Catalogues and literature 


possession of the cities. 


American colleges have been sent 


promptly reopened. 
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':'■ siiUndlil things have been done 
11 «ai-ii education In the state of 
p.m, from 300 to 400 now BChoolahav- 
■ 1.(1 uiicnod there. A few new schools 

iipon eatabllshed In Mexico City, 
;i< k of nnanciol reaourcet haa been 
- ri: handtcap. Then are 78,000 chll- 
' urolled In the 450 primary schools 
' :.oiii) In the private schools ot the 
il. 

r! hers are In demand. The Carranz* 
r iimtnt has raised the salaries af 
in.strnttora 25 per cent., in order to 
t men of education to pedagogy. 

rive to six million dollars of Mex- 
>;uld (J2. 500.000 to 13,000.000 In 
I' Hn money) has been apont by the 
iii?.u aovernment In each ot Its two 

of Governmental control over the 
']». And, in spite oF the pressure 
If I' ltimg.% Gen. Carranza has found 
1" visit the schools regularly — In 
!ip hns visited them already moro 

'hiin did any Executive or Minis- - 
r Public Instruction before him, 
■ortiinateiy, the need for economy 
-lied llie cloBlng of one large normal 
■I here. The Government had been 
Una JB7.5nO In American money [or 
iiTiport of a school which had Only 
iklpnts. So it was decided to take 
■" of ihia money and send these 130 
"1.1 to normal schools In other cities, 
;: nil their expenses, and yet sav- 
..".7,00(1 hy closing down the normal 
il in fhe ciipltal. Tearhers, as a rule, 
v^ant to ^0 to normal schools outBlde 
'■ •i'hps. hut the CariMn/a Oovem- 
-.i about to establish sectional nor- 
whijols. so that tPftchers will be 
I fr'>m them for surrounding rural 
.(::iltipn. Puebla, Vera Cruz, Guadd- 
I niid Jalisco have iine normil 
[.■:. Home of the normal-school grad- 

who stand hlRhest In Ihelr work 
p S"nt to the L'ntted States for post- 
..itu work. Sin are now in Massa- 
'•.n, studying at the eipenre of the 
ii.:a Administration — two at TVor- 
', o!ie at Brldgewater. and three at 
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hands of state authorities. State** rights 
Is Constitutionalist doctrine here. Gen. 
Carrai)2a many years ago while Oovemor 
of Coahuila engaged In a long contro- 
versy with the central Government as 
to the right of the state of CoahuUa to 
run ita own educational systom without 
InterfErence by the Federal authorities. 
He sHll stands tor that principle, but rec- 
oRnlzes the value of Informal cooperation 
and the need tor uniformity In system. 
He hopes to obtain this, however, through 
the unanimous approval by the states of 
the plana now being unofBciaUy recom' 
mended to the different Governore. 

Oauno, who was at the head of the 
School Department ot the slate of Coa- 
huUa tor many years, is the author of 
the plan which has been approved In 
principle, though not In detail, by First 
Chief Carransa. Its object is to divorce 
the schools from polltjca Instead of hav- 
ing one man at the head of the educa- 
tional machinery of every state, Osuna's 
proposal Is to substitute state and mu- 
nicipal boards of education. The mem- 
btr* would be choaeo by tbe gOTcntors of 
the city coundla,. respectively. Of the 
Ave members of each board, one would 
hold otflce for a single year, a second for 
two years, a third tor three years, and 
so on, so that there Would tre but one va- 
cancy each year, and political changes 
rtould not 30 easily affect the continuity 
of educational work. There would be, of 
course, a general sujierintendent and as- 
sistants, but these men would be select- 
ed by the state of municipal boards and 
would map out courses ot study and sub- 
mit textbooks tor the approval of the 
governing boarda 

LININO UP STATIt OOVERKOIIS. 

In the United States many cities liave 
-solved the problem of education versus 
local politics by abandoning the electoral 
method ot choosing a superintendent of 
schools ' and appointing a non-partisan 
si:hoo1 board to supervise the entire sys- 
lem tor a city. In Mexico, particularly, 
where school-teachers occasionally got 
prominent In local politics, it Is desirable 
lo remove their positions as far as poa- 
alble from the political spoilsmen. The 
MassBctausetts plan of selecting superin- 



tendents by ezamlnatloa la ■ coDsplcuoua 
part of Mr. Osuna's plan. He lias m-lttOK 
a long prospectus on the whole thins, 
and Is soon to make a tour of the coun- 
try urging th« different governors to 
adopt the plan he hesisponsorsd. He has 
asked the governors fa convene a com- 
mittee of the sdueatora ot eaoh state so 
that he may present ths nwrits of tb* 
plan. Ot course, the Federal Govern- 
ment is interested In the adoption ot the 
plan, but each state will of course hava 
the risht to reject the same If It desires. 
Mr. Osuna hopes to persuade ttie slate 
autborltles to make permanent provision 
tor educational funda. Hitherto, there 
has beea appropriation only when a sur- 
plus existed In state reventiea He Is 
suggesting that each state fix by law that 
a certain percentage ot tlie Income bs 
applied for educational needs. 

Mexico's educational future Is, theo- 
retically speaking, a brirht one. The de- 
sire tu educate is a sincere one, but th* 
only ouustion is bow funds are to bs ob- 
tained with the GovemmeDt so despsrats- 
ly In need of monay for military and 
other administrative purposes ot prims 
tmportanoe. 

nTuusmNo iNmmATiONAi. amut. 

It Is a marvellous thing that out of Its 
limited funds, the ConstltuUonallst Oot- 
ernmeht hss been able not only to keep 
the schools KOinc but actually to opsn 
new ones and show conspicuous pros- 
resH In so many localities. But the work 
la hardly begun. HllUons ot children 
are not yet in schools, and it wlU probably 
be another year before this phase of Mex- 
ico's reconstruction will got the attenUon 
It deserves. 

On the wboI«. the ettorts ot the Coa- 
stituUonallst Oov«n>ment In sdncaUonal 
lines have heme mucb fruit. And the 
wllUngnesa to send Mexican youn^ men 
and women north of the Rio Grande to 
study Is not the least Important part of 
It all. These tuture principals and au- 
perintendents should be effective mission- 
aries for the cause of International amity. 
Close coSperatlon between the educators 
ot the United States and Mexloo will do 
a great deal toward making the peoplM 
of the two oountrlsa sincere frlendK 
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VENUSTIANO CARRANZA— THE MAl^ 



vicinity, but the Amerkmi 
on and on toward Parr^i!, 
the Me.tii-an Uovernmcnfs 
some limitation on the purs 
ranza Government had f<.- 1 



dnn 



foFL-es through (^le 
resions all the may 
tcu. and theteby p 



Some Aspects of His Political Philosophy— The Struggle for 
Individual Liberty as Opposed to Oligarchy — Preach- 
ments Based on Experience with Diaz Group. 



Querelaro, Mex December, 1916 



WHAT kind of a uidn if 
lunia'' Does he hate 
doeh he breathe ant American am 
at jou does he grow funoua o^e^ the 
piolonged stay of the Pershing expedi 
Uon In short is lie rcdsoiial Ic at ail i'' 
he the kind of man that ought to b" 
Pi evident of a republic'' These queationi 
nitled thiough my mind as I strolled 
toward the houae of the rtrst Chief tor 
an inte view They were questions which 
I knew Isaued from the eurtosity of the 
a\etage Ameritaii but on whith jn> one 
ttho had hrfd tie oppoi-tunitv of rei!i> 
hnovtlng Ihe Fiist thief could not ha\e 
the slisl lest doubt 

Six years ago Just (his month I met 
Venustlano Carranza for the llrst time 
He was in Washington incotnlto He 
was a benatoi In the Longreas under 
XAiz hut fled the capital to doin the Ma 
dero revolution Mo was of Impressive 
p esence tall chiracteri&tlcally slow of 
speech sej lous — almost solemn 1 have 

een him many times sinie hut I doubt 
whethei he ever looked the part of <.hitf 
l"\ecutiie oC a republic moi e than he 
did to daj He Is big bro id shouldertd 
lirm of Blip his fice browned bj the 
sun his e\es half obscuied by his hea\y 
bluL spcctailes — a string looking erect 
figure \nd as I atepped forward to shake 
hands he smiled It was n svmpatlietiL 
smile yet aa he rose he plainly showed 
fidgue He hdd been it it from SAM 
He had seen a constant stieam of tallera 
from all pai la of the republic He hdd 
dispatched a mass of domestic buslne^a 
and ho hid spent two hours dWussing 
with AUerlo Paul the inlernatioiinl situ 

illon as it WPS being handled by the 
Joint Mcxkan ^merltan Commlsaiun 



ked a long time The First Chief 
[ couise the tl'fital Hlereoljied 
' uC piepaied quebtious and an 



a*ers but aomclimes he will talk treely 
with the understanding that 1 e is speak 
Ing prl\atel> and not for quotation I 
CHI lied Bway the impression that he 
wanted lo be friendly with the United 
States but that he did 1 1 dire l>c ao no 
matter how advantago-oua It might seem 
until the American troops were with 
drawn from MexlLan soil I told him our 
fortes had been anxious for some time 
to lea\e provided the Commission could 
come lo some agreement about it that 
hardtv anytodv in (he I nited 'itates 
wanted the Perahlng expedition to re 
main and that public opinion favoied 
the nilhdrawal and had left the whole 
bualneas to the ronimission to atiange 
The tirst Chief looked at mo with an 
evpresslon whiih translated Into woids 
meant Id like to belleie >ou but 1\^ 
heard that story before For the fact 
of the matter is the Mexicans do not 
tiust the United States they dont reil 
ly put any faith in our piomisea and It 
JOU aie alone with tiiem in their con 
fidenie under ciicumsiancea whith will 
draw frofti them their private opinions i ou 
will diwoier that however unintentional 
it may haie been on the part of the Lnit 
ed Mates, the Amcntan Government has 
made some moves which to the Me\kans 
look very suspicious. Jumping into Mex 
Iro without even asking the permisakn 
of the de failo (jO\ernment and then 
apologizing for the error mav hdie 
beiome stale news In the United btatoa 
but it ■'till rankles here And again the 
statement issued bv the Sctietaiy ot War 
at the diiettlon of Piesident Wilson a 
day or two after the Peishiny -xpedi 
tion WIS oideied Into Mexico and haj 
uig the American forces would be with 
diawn aa noon as sufflcient Covernment 
forcea arrived on the scene to take con 
tiol of the situation is ren embcred for 
Its non fullllment rnough MeM an 
forces weie soon loncentiattd In that 



t. He want 
^Npedltlon h 



tftyed ,' 

la it \K 



last 11 I ec months and v-h\ i 
It foi ced into the huii 1 
of p omising a scoie of tl 
to rid her tciritory of fonipn 
by no riglit of Jnternatiu j 
occupy the soil of a natic-i 
lelations of peace ex st u 
consent therefor ia giien 1 
Iv Mexico neier consciitr^ 



while Get 



f am 



nioie oi leis you must show 
somewhat Skeptical that 
totjtes was leally sinceie abc 
ing Pdshine sinie It had <■ 

tlons which It was hit. ii 
woull not be discussed w) 
troops were on Mexican « 
less I really belie\e tint ' 
States tv Its acts show 
friendship for Mexico it w 



. Cairs 






TI First Chie 
\ldua! None but a man 
could have kept his mnti > 
(set for a whole year wi 
without nuith support from f 
e nmentb with internal li 
graft «ith bad crops and w 
conditions of a distress ng ch i 
is a tvpe of Mexican stales i 
old cultuied class in Me\i 
public life vet thoioughh 
md hberal in his \lews l> 
best exposition of his p liti il ] 
was contained in hia open - 
the Constituent Assembly b i 
now revising- Ihe Constitut 
not fulh repoited in the m i 
cauNC cable tolls weie hi^h 1 
as good an insight into V en 
anjthmg he hi s 






It 



ted sf 



woids but I ha 
here which llluslrite tlie br 
ion oE the in .n his liber Iisi 
dcsiie to rid the people ot r 
and tvianmcal olicaichies — i 
d'-mocracy He said in puit 
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jnnot say to you that the project 
--nt to you 1r perfect, as notblUB 
.1 tan bo perfect; but. bellev* me, 
iiifn, the reforms I propose ore the 
lie of Blncere conviction, personal 
-ni-e. ana the expression of my 
J I id ardent wish that the Mexican 
■ may attain to an enjoyment o£ 
,-. education, enllehtenment, and 
-.Js which wilt earn It respect abroad 
■-.K^ ac home. GenUemen, I will 
.irize the reforms to which I re- 
■. i>rder to give you a brlet and clear 
f the principles that have guided 
o that you may decide whether 1 
atlainod the object I have had be- 
■Tii'. The object of every CJovern- 
ui-ing to protect the Individual — ^that 
say, the varied elements In society 
go to make up the whole, unque*- 
,ly the first requisite to be filled by 
lEical constitution must be the pro- 
11 given to individual liberty. 
i> Constitution of a nation should 
■i.k. if it is to be long-lived, to estab- 
arliflital restrictions between the 
and the individual, as If It were de- 
ici Increase tree action on one part 
imlt it on the other, In such a way 
what Is granted to one shall be a 
(ion (or the protection of the other, 
hould seek to arrange matters so 
the authority given by the people 
eir representatives (seeing that the 
^ cannot exercise such authority dl- 
> be not used awlnst the society 
ibllc which appoints it, and whose 
t must remain intact. Because wj 
not for a moment lose sight of the 
!hat a government is neeossnrlly a 
s towards realizing ail conditions 
ut which human rights cannot exist 
I'volop. Starting out with this fun- 
iital conception, social Institutions 
rwn be assigned their real value, and 
liiiile course will be given to the 
i-ii: of the public powers whereby 
. and political hablla and 



. frnment procedure up to the pre.i- 
..H not been able to establish Itself 
) the tact that the MeUcan peo- 
ivi: not believed in a social pact 
rluccd all political organization in 

and properly. They have relied 
ititutiona which, although embody- 
iuli principles, are not adapted to 
uanner of thinking and feeling, and 
r from satisfying their needs, Thi-se 
1 1 ion 3 at present completely lack 
y. because they have been dominat- 

an enervating mlUlary despotism 
y iniquitous exploitation, which has 
11 the mo.ll populous classes into 
.LI' and rula. 



"1 have already stated that the first 
duty of government 1b to assist In bring- 
ing about the necesairy conditions (or 
the organization of legislation, or, what 
amounts to the same thing, to be yaretnl 
to maintain Intact Individual liberty. For 
this reason, the first thing the polillcii 
consUtution of a nation should do la to 
prevent the government, on the pre- 
text of preserving peace and order (rea- 
sons always alleged W tyrants to Justify 
their actions), from restricting Individual 
rights and arrogating to UaeK the ex- 
clusive right to direct Individual initiative 
and social activity by enslaving the in- 
dividual and society. The ConstituUon 
of 1857, as I have dlready stated, declared 
that the rights of the individual are the 
basis and object of all social institutions; 
but. with few eiceptions, did not grant 
such rights or sufficient guarnjilees. The 
secondary laws did not severely punish 
the violation of such guarantees, because 
they only provided Insignificant penallles, 
which were hardly ever enforced. So 
that, without fear of exaggeration, it may 
bfl said that. In spite of the aforesaid 
Constitution, Individual liberty remained 
entirely at the mercy ot the rulers. The 
numerous attempts against Individual 
rights and their various manifestaOffna 
during the period in which the ConstJtn- 
tlon of 1867 has been in force are sur- 
prising. Not a dav had jiataed without 
complairttt against the aJnaei and ex- 
ceaaea ot the authorities from one end to 
the other of the republic, and, notwith- 
standing the frequencv of the evil and the 
(rouble ft constanHv caused the Federal 
$idiciat authority made no effort to put 
an end to this slate ot affairs or to punish 
thoad o^iltp for it. Imagination CB,nnot 
even form an Idea of the Innumerable 
cases of appeals from being drafted Into 
the army, or against thB arbitrary ac- 
tions of Justices of the peace. The mere 
declaration of a right, the mere proclama- 
tion of a basic principle of social and 
political order, li a futlle'bulwark with 
which to contest long-estabfished tradi- 
tion and the Inveterate habits and cus- 
toms of an authority invested with om- 
nipotent powers. These have been so far- 
reaching that often the people have had 
no other alternative but silence and obe- 
dience. 



"It Is to correct these evils that my 
Administration brings forward the vari- 
ous reforms bearing on the first section 
of the first part of the Constitution of 
1857, and I hope that with them and the 
severe penalties imposed by the Penal 
Code for the violation of Individual guar- 
antees, the public authorities will be com- 
pelled to be what they should be, namely, 
the safeguards of society, instead of what 
they have been, the oppresBors of those 



"The Government emanating from the 
revolution — and this Is known throug;i- 
out the republic — has taken particular 
care to encourage education In all social 
spheres. I firmly believe that this Im- 
pulse will not only continue, but will be 
intensified day by day, so that the Mexi- 
cans will become a cultured people, capa- 
ble of realizing their high destinies, «nd 
able to give to their national Government 
such solid and elficaclous coiiperatlon ;jb 
will mahe anarchy, on the one hand, and 
a dictatorship, on, the other, impossible. 
The independent municipality Is undoujt- 
ediy one ot the great achievements of 
the revolution, as well aa the basis ot i 
free (Jovernment, a conquest which not 
only gives political freedom to municipal 
life, but also economic independence, 
since the municipality will have its own 
funds and resources with which to me?t 
Ita needs, thus being taken out of reaeh 
of the Insatlaliie greed generally shown 
by governors. 

"Tocquevllle observed in his study of 
the history of the American peoples of 
Spanish origin that the latter turn to 
anarchy when they are tired ot obedience, 
and to a dictatorship when tired of de- 
struction, and he considers that this oscil- 
lation between order and violence Is the ■ 
fatal law which governed and will govern 
for a long time those natlona. This theo- 
rist did not say what. In hie opinion, 
would be the means of getting rid of the 
evil, which he could quite easily have 
done had he observed really the ante- 
cedents of each case and the drciim- 
stances under which revolution Invariably 



Here Cfen. CitrranEa launched into an 
analysis of "strong governments" as con- 
trasted with "despotic governments," and 
pointed out that certain superior classes 
have always blundered in thlnliing that 
the way to produce order was to ignore 
the law. 

"That, and nothing else," continued Mr, 
Carranza, "was the cause of the fatal 
habit of which Tocquevllle spoite. be- 
cause a dictatorship will no more produce 
peace or order than darkness will pro- 
duce light" 

The First Chief, who Is soon to bo 
President of Mexico, is a man of rara 
political ability. He Is undoubtedly, ot 
all the revolutionists produced in the lest 
six years in Mexico, by far the most 
learned and the most cultured. He was 
a Senator from, as well aa Governor of. 
the state ot Coahulla In the days of Diaz, 
He has seen Mexico under conditions old 
and new. He is proceeding slowly, and, 
disturbed by no outside Infiuence, Is bound 
to be remembered in Mexican history u 
one of its greatest si 
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OBREGON AND GONZALES 

-THEIR PERSONALITIES 



Generals of the Revolution Support Carranza Loyally — Both 
are Thoroughgoing Constitutionalists Who Enlisted 
Against Huerta on Principle. 



Mexico City, December, 1916. 



UNTIL revoluUODBry Kovernments 
take the form ol stable aOmlnlatra- 
tloDB ruled by a. chief executive 
whose words KDd commandB become In- 
violate, it la not unusual to find the body 
politic Kovemed by a group of military 
chiefs. Mexico is no «xceptlon, but to- 
dMT tlie Boutbern recubllc la passlDK 
tbrousli tbat svoluttonary stage wherein 
tbe lesser chiefs have become incorporat- 
ed In tUe military strength or prestlse 
of a few greater ones. 

Next to Oen. Carrania there are two 
men In Mexico to-day whosa political 
and military power constltutea an essen- 
tial part of the whole fabric of the Con- 
stitution all st Administration. They are 
Clen. Alvaro Obregon and Gen. Pablo 
Qoniales. . Without their coaperatlon, 
without their consent, Gen. Carrania 
could not administer the office of chief 
executive — a central govern meet would 
be virtually hopeless. And whenever two 
men ascend to such atrategic heights, it 
Is as natural as it is inevitable in Mexico 
that doubt should at once be cast on 
their individual loyalty to the higher au- 
thority. Fretiuenily subordinate colonels 
or chiefs, through hopes of self-advance- 
ment, spur their leaders on to revolt; 
they engage In intrigue and sooner or 
later, by creating- an atmosphere of jeal- 
ousy and suspicion, easily discover a pre- 
text tor a quarrel and urge it upon their 
superiors. If the latter be unscrupulous 
and wltliout moral character, ambitious 
and fearless, as was Huerla, no obstacle, 
not «ven assassination, will be permitted 
to stand In the way of accomplishing a 
usurpation. 

Many persons have thus worked on 
Gens. Gonzales and Obregon, some of 
them on the pretence of deep friendship, 
in an effort to effect a break with Car- 



ransa, but with no success. TTie con- 
spirators have, however, been able to stir 
up jealousy between tbe atafts of the 
two generals, and to contribute no little 
embairassment to both. But neither gen- 
eral Is himself unscrupulous, neither Is 
a fool, and neither wants to start a revolt 
ol arms. The certainty alone of an Amer- 
ican occupation as a sequel, does not 
make the reapDnalbillty for a neW revo- 
lution seem particularly attractive. 



As a matter of fact. Alvaro Obregon 
and Pablo Gonzales are thoroughgrolng 
ConEtUuIionallats. They enlisted in the 
revolt against Huarta purely on principle. 
It they have any ambitions, they will de- 
sire to satisfy them through the regular 
electoral processes Some day, but not 
through another arbitrary overthrow of 
con.ititulignal government. And both 
men are earnest and sincere in their 
support of Gen. Carrania'a candidacy for 
President, which Is unopposed. 

Both Gens. Obregon and Gonzales were 
in the city during my stay here, and I 
spent sn hour or more with each, talk- 
ing about domestic troubles, the effect 
of the reelection of President Wilson, tlie 
E^rEhlng expedition, and other subjects 
of mutual interest. I found Gen. Gonza- 
les at Tacubaya, a suburb, whure he and 
his staff had occupied the home of Fer- 
nando de Teresa, a millionaire now in 
Europe. I had heard a great deal about 
requisitioning houses, but after a stroll 
through this immense estate, I came to 
the conciUBlon that not only had Iton 
Pablo taken good care not to destroy 
anything in the big dwelling, but he ac- 
tually had detailed Several men to trim 
the gardens dnily and generally clean It 
up, for the place had been unoccupied for 



several years. And when F'- 
Teresa comea home, hell r;i . 
slou, furniture, gardens. 1' j . 
swlnunlng tank, bowling all-.. 
art gallery, stables, mlniai^i 
trees, and arbors In just j.' . 
ditlon as when he left. 

Don Pablo Is fond of har=^' =- 
and must needs show me hi' 
A few minutes he spent rcafl.ri^ 
telegrams and then he sat d.v"" 
He had a rather dlsagreeablt • ■ 
with Gregory Mason's inten . ■ ■ 
Outlool: — a bona-fide Inter". » 
way, because copies of it wr-rv - 
to all the newspaper eorrts;- 
Mexlco City, but containing '.?! -. 
Indiscreet to say during the i-: 
a Presidential election In tY^ 
States. So Gen, Gonzales lis:!.:- 
quoted interviews. As a maf.'- 
what he said in that Intervlei^ :> 
cd what he actually felt — thdr " 
enmity of Hughes was to be p.i' 
the incomprehensible triend^h.; 
son. It was a typical view ■ 
Mexicans wanted to know if f-. 
States really was planning In: 
or occupation and wanted tn ■ 
prepare against It. Or they « 

many conflicting moves on tl:- 
their northern neighbor. 



But Pablo Gonzales really n 
Wilson won. On the whole, th- 
was considered favorable to M. \ 
the feeling prevailed that If tl.- 
cans really were sincere, they n. 
withdraw the Pershing expel. 
there would be 






1 of ( 



nnd Integrity. He f 
little, hut you can rely on his « 
Is very popular among the '■ 
He was In the milling husln. v- 
the revolution began, and his 

plication of business sense to j 
esnizatlon. He has been In l^■ 
States a great deal, has douf- ■ 
with Americans and foreigner.'", u 
dies himself very well indeed, 
most disgruntled member of th" 
can colony in Mexico City ami ' 
say: "Oh, Gen. Gonzales Is all n;'- 
a good administrator. If there «■ 
more like him." The same Is 1; 
Tamplco, San Luis Potosi — ev'" 
that he has been stationed. 

Don Pablo Is a favorite of G-- 
ranza. Both come from the snm'' 
Coahuila — and thi'tr friendship tl.' 
many years. Friction Iretwpen r 
any serious character la very im; ■ 
In a sense. Gen. Gonzales is a erf ■ 
Clcn. Carranza, and throughout 
ructions with Villa and the dl^s.. ■ . 
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(utlonaDst aamp. not a bit of 
utled th«t OonsfcleH would stlek 
t f.'hleE through thick and thin, 
jaw. in fact the linos of Tan. 
s*- of a man ot character. It Is 
e aocuatomed to call a $trong 
hair la Jet black and runB 
the football crop. He wears 
'lea and a black fsdora hat. a 
aiilt and polka-dot veat — at 
kf was hl3 Sunday moKilnK garb, ■ 
bi.iii.p(l that he was the only man 
WiuartPrs who didn't wear a unl- 
k-liich Is a. tact at no smtdl sfKnlfl- 
Jbi'cau.ie la Mejclco there seems to 
ne kind of contest or rivalry on 
; the generals and colonels, cap- 
ami li'jutenanta to see who can 
tho moat distinctive uniform out 
ki, or olive drab, an abundance of 
buttons and gold lace, and a study 
Itnry fashion plates of generations, 
"li. the interesting thing to thu 
, observer of both ObreEOii and 
l"3 would be that they didn't look 
Hillary men at all. They might he 
■'a men. bankers, or merchants for 
■ outsider knew. Oea. Obregon, for 
•i-p. when I visited bim at his home 
I mUitary school alongKJde Chapiil- 
i'!!3tle, wore a heavy gray sweater 
.iiifti of the plainest. 



uro Obregon Is an engaging flgure 
I winning porsonalUy, He can bo 
IS anil-American a* any one else in 
•I and as aimpallco. too. though, to 
ir". whenever I Investigate the ef- 
•i! our crudely worked out policy lo- 

Mo:iico. I am not surprised thjt 
^uierloanism la so Infectious. Obre- 
s a inmi of force. He has the punch 
li 3US love to admire. He ts honest, 

^ood-hearted. He Is a brave com- 
nr and a tactful one. He has never 

I'uUle In nearly three years of con- 
'anipaignlng. When I saw him he 
ruing through a rather ejicruclatlni? 
■Ifnie. The stub of his left arm 
1 had parted company with a pow- 

right hand at the last UUU« of 



Celaya agaJnat Villa waa In a cast He 
had slipped on the stairway a few days 

before and fractured the upper arm. Yet 
he was up and about carrying on hia du- 
ties of Minister of War from bis resi- 
dence. And he bad tlma to work on a 
book that he Is writing covering his ex- 
periences in the campaigns of the present 
revolution, his thousands of miles of 
marches and countermarches, hia sweep 
from the Arizona border through Sonora 
and along the Pacific Coast to Mexico 
Clly against Huerta— he was the Hrst to 
enter there in 1914 — and his northward 
pursuit and spectacular defeat of villa. 
after which the latter took to the moun- 
tains. If Uen. Murgia falln In Chlhuuhua, 
Gen. Obregon expects to take the Held 
himself against the northern bandit. 

Gen. ObrcKon la what Americans would 
call a reasonable man. He has neither 
the wisdom nor the profundity of a 
statesman — and doesn't pretend to have. 
He Is a man of utter simplicity, a man 
without guile, direct, emphatic, energetic, 
and true blue. People who gossip ot In- 
trigue and disloyalty in his connection 
simply do not know the man. I ilka 
hia good-humor. Some people say be baa 
Inherited It from Irish ancestora Cer- 
tainly his spirit Is a youthful one; bis 
years are thirty-alx. He has Just married 
and with him lives an older sister. 



We talked about the embargo on arms 
and InternHtloual questlona Uen. Obre- 
gon was roattei-of-fact and frank. I told 
him that ever since Carriaal people in the 
United States had been so uncertain 
about the future status of their relations 
with Mexico, however well disposed the 
American Government might bo, public 
opinion would not sanction the arming 
of a possible foe. Gen. Obregon under- 
stood that in an instant — it was merely 
military necessity. But he was Just as 
sure AmericH.n apprehensions about Mex- 
ico were ill-founded, and that there was 
lo be peace, not war. And, moreover, the 
embarrassment about arma was over, lie 
confessed, because machinery had been 



Imported, and Mexican arvenall were now 
turning out thousands and Uiousands of 
cartridges every day — vufflclent at any 
rate with which to conduct tbe varloua 
campaigns against bandlta 

By bis conversation It was easy to see 
that Gen. Obregon bad perfect confldenca 
In Gen, Carranza'a ability to handle the 
international situation. He did not Inalat 
on knowing details or Interjecting a point 
ot view. Don Venustlano could Interpret 
the Mexican point of view on such mat- 
ters. Nationalism la never an ambigu- 
ous thing, anyway. It permits of no sur- 
render of any of the sacred rights ot 
sovereignty, no yielding of the nation's 
independence — and these principles, no- 
thiiig more and nothing lesa, underlla 
Me.tlco's cautious, even suspicious, atti- 
tude toward her big, powerful, resourceful 
nfiRlibor— the United Statea 

ObregoQ and Gonzales are from the 
north ot Mexico, virile personalitiea Their 
combined military strength, distributed 
through a lot ot lesser generals and 
chiefs, was the instrument by which the 
revolution was won first against Huerta 
and then against the organized warfare 
of Villa Their tasks are not done. Ban- 
ditry, the sequel of organised fighting, 
still prevails, as It did la Madera's Uom, 
as It ever wUI until tbe central author- 
ity has been firmly enough established to 
get money wherewith to supply and train 
an elHclent lorce for bandit hunting, a 
Job many times as difficult as an out-and- 
out light, as our own experience with In- 
dian. forays and bushwhacking will tes- 
tify. All of this takes time. ADd if 
America can once be assured that Mexico 
has In her leadership men of capacity, the 
moral help necessary to enable the ie 
facto Government to obtain credit and 
the elements wherewith to combat ban- 
ditry. Industrial troubles, and other dls- 
lurbancea, ought not to be long withheld. 
Again, (feeing ts believing, and fair-mind- 
ed observations will bring convincing 
proof that Mexico Indeed has the moral 
capacity, needing orily certain material 
aid or elements to become master of Imiw 
selt 
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unwUllnB American. peo*>! 
rot aoon called by an alevi 
Itc opinlop. 



DEFECTS IN AMERICAN POLICY 



Principle of Wilson Policy of Altruism Correct, but Execution 
Clumsy — Some of the Disastrous Mistakes of the Past- 
Constructive Suggestions for the Future. 



Washington, D. C, December, 1916. 



IT Is all very well to 
In terms of evolutlo m 

lo appraise at true 
lurbancea there, and 

ot the de facto 

the Mexican people; b aa 

how can the United St so 

mediate probleni, wha 

what about the Ameri be 

In Chihuahua, and w 

Perahing expedition, a 

tlonal Commlaaion? T se 

tions aueclnctly; what 

siiegested by this corr 

similar tour ot observat 
were suddenly given by 
Government the respo 
dling- the whole buslne 
the tirst stepa taken? 

requires, first, a sincere 
stand the LAtia chara 
Jin ability to execute t 
which such an under di 

Some day when the cu ed 

the whole record or 
Mexico Is revealed to 
America will not feel v 
performances. There 
evidence ot an honest, 
help Mexico to her feet 
dramn of errors, blimd 
ceptlons which have wo 
hurt aa well the presl 
Stales, Inciting antl-Am 
leaving the two Governments to-day mu- 
tually auspicious ot each other, respec- 
tively irritated, and as far from under- 
filanding each other as they were nearly 
fi.ur years ago when the trouble started. 

There are occasions when the higher 
patriotiam is to write in criticism of one's 
own Government. "The king can do no 
wrong" is a motto that should have no 



Does the overage Awi-.i.' 
f.xampie, that the l»iBiiir-,i 

United States GovernMf.^it ^• 
died in Xexico by one or ( » '■ 
er of whom is accreditril t<, < 
(lOrernment, neither of irl- 
diplomatic service, neither " 
hnd the (rainittji or erprriri 
to Mexico the many good p,-' 

jielf/hbort Who talks lo ' 

Does the average Amerliji 
that friendly diplomatic i- 
, renewed with the vecog:ii;ii. 
farto Government a yi-ar ou-- 
all that time an Amerimir. 
has not been sent to Mp\!, >• 
Charoy d' iff aire i — no one i-v 



American dovernment laying down ape- 
clflc conditions tor the holdlns of an eiec- 
llon in sovereign Alexico; it would aerve 
no good purpose now to tell what harm 
the occupation of Vera Cruz did, what 
doubt it cast tipon America's intentions, 
but there are things happening- to-day be- 
fore our very eyes that are doinp harm 
and that some day may force war on an 



Hp 



r Rm 



i-ersatlle d plomat a man o 
talks th lang age of l^iin 
grasp"! 11*1 tho ttht H ■ is j^ 
Is tactful he H ret rciTu 
tie ahle f om M xi o (_ ty— r 
—to ad Iv the P evident »n. 
State on matte t ot policy, 
him to come. He la young a 
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<-■■ 'Why ahoulfln't he go at once? And 
oiildn't tbat very act carry to the Mexl- 
tn rnlnd, as well as the whole world the 
jnvictlon that peace, and not a break 
I relations, was contemplated by the 
nited States? Would It not remove 
jubt as to American plans? 



The policy of the AdmlnlstraUon at 
VVashlne-ton ever since It recognized Car- 
ranza has been Intennltteutlj' hot and 
cold. We have never whole-heartedly 
jiiven our moral support to the de facto 
r.overnment. This haa always been held 
Lack wblla wa were waiting for some- 
vhlner — peaceand order, perhaps — waiting 
fur the very thtng-s to happen which the 
L'nlted States ought to have ungrudgingly 
helped Mexico to make happen. 

Let UB look at the Pershing expedition. 
It entered Meilco without Mexico's per- 
mission. When It crossed the line 

pnt was Issued by the War De- 
at the direction of the Preal. 
dent, saying the American troops would 
be withdrawn as soon as Carranza Gov- 
ernraent forces could arrive on the 
to take control. Enough Carranza troops 
arrived, but the American GovernmenI 
ihd not -withdraw. Instead, it bruahed 
against Mexican forces at Carrlzal, and 
then It settled down to a quiet occupa- 
tion of Mexican territory without accom- 
plishinB Its original object. Its atiarrel 
had been with Villa. Carranza certainty 
l>ad not raided American territory. But 
(ftlllne to catch Villa, the American 
troops were held on Mexican soil at a 
haroaitUn^ lever ioith Carranza. at a 
tr.eana of petting xovif.thina out of toeak 
nnd atr'UooHno Mexico — getting whalf 
Why, promUeg of protection for foreign- 
era, and effective patrol of the larder. 
Tet any one who knows Mexico knows 
that such promises are not worth the 
paper they are written on unless there 
is a, strong central Government to en- 
force them, unle.is there Is a stable Gov- 
ernment, flnanoiaily able to pay Its 
troops and organize them ss was Diaz. 
But did the United Slates keep sight 
or that dominant fact? Did It take ac- 
count of the Injury It was doing the 

l; was ImposinK before the world by cast. 
Ing doubt upon Us own friendliness or 
moral support of the Government It had 
only a few moinh.'i before recognized? 
Mpxlcann do not like foreiRn troops on 
their soil any more than we do. Turn 
lo the Far Kast, where -lapan on the 
Bllghtest provocation sends troops into 
the tprrllory of helpless China, while a 
susptcloua world looks on. if you want 
tn understand what Mexico and T^tin 
America secretly think when (he Fun- 
ston forre.i or the Perahing expeditions 
■re roaming on the aovereign territory 



The United States did not withdraw 
the troops, as so freauentty promised. 
Mexico threatened, but soon realized the 
futility of threats. Mexico, like China. 
was too (eeble to resist. A commission 
was appointed really to bridge the crisis 
that arose at Carrlzal. The Presidential 
campaign here delayed matters. The 
Mexican indulgently understood. Now 
the campaign is over. Gen, Carranza 
had been promised that if he agreed to 
discuss aA the points involved tn the 
Mexican problem, the question of with- 
drawal of American troops would be 
discussed "preferentially." It would be 
t^ken up and disposed of first. Privately 
he suggested a wide discussion later. He 
wanted this procedure so that Mexico 
would not be In the position of liargaln- 
Irg with her Northern neighbor tor 
I'lghts of sovereignty, so that Mexico's 
territory could be free of foreign troops 
when a discussion wt other matters was 

■ Was that promise of the United States 
to withdraw the American troops and 
then discuss the other questions real- 
ly kept in letter or In spirit ? 
There are doubts. The Joint Com- 
niisalon, acting presumably under in- 
struction from Washington, asked for 
the settlement of many other questions 
along with the border problem. It took 
up a variety ot other subjects, and only 
lately drew up a protocol about the with- 
drawal ot Pershing. Has it taken i/lex- 
ico's word that as soon as the troops 
were withdrawn she would discuss other 
problems of International Importance? Not 
yet. Mexico Isn't to be trusted, says Wash- 
tnirton. Why, as soon as the Pershing 
expedition Is withdrawn, the Mexicans 
wouldn't care anything about the other 
problems, and would hem and haw and 
do nothing — that Is the real American 
point ot view. Is Mexico to be given a 
chance to prove her good faith? No, Ihe 
ansumption upon which action Is based is 
the same assumption that the White 
Papers and the Orange Papers and the 
Red Books reek with. 

And when the protocols are submitted, 
a statement Is . Issued separately by Ihe 
l'nlted States threatening unllmlled pur- 
.sult of bandits In Mexico. That was a 
threat of more punitive expeditions. It 
was a warning that in withdrawing 
Fershine now, MpxIco might have other 
(-xpedltions to worry about If she didn't 
d.i what? If -she didn't stop tioraer raids. 
And Mexico Is powerless tn ^top l>or- 
der raids so lonpr as her Government Is 
weak. The Government of Mexico csn- 
not be strong if if la at odds with the 
I'nKed States, if the Tnited States keeps 



casting doubt on it* capacity- Its credit 
remains depressed. Was the statement 
of unlimited pursuit consistent with 
"moral support"? On the contrary. It re- 
acted In Mexico In a way quite differ- 
ent from that which was supposed- 11 
was construed as an olflclal threat. Thai's 
why Gen. Carrania didn't aiffti the Amer- 
ican protocols. What Is the use of 
signing a deed for a lot the sale of whii-h 
you are just completing, when the seller 
reminds you that If your children play 
In his front yard, he will come over slid 
lick your whole family? That Isn't 
neighborllneas. That depreciates Ihe 
value of the lot, deed end all. Gen. 
Carranza had to point out that he could 
not let such a statement of hostile In- 
tention pass unnoticed. His commis- 
sioners will probably have to accept, af- 
ter all, Ihe American programme, and 
discuss questions of various kinds while 
the Pershing expedition Is on Mexican 
soil. What rem-dy has Gen. Carranza? 
He can't go to war about II, But is it 
any wonder that Americans nrc not 
liked In Mexico? Is this the way to hiilld 
International friendships? The melhoils 
used sound strangely like Japanese coer- 
cion of China, like the ultimatum which 
China was compelled to accept In 1915 
because there was no alternative. 



While I was !□ Mexico, a bitter anti- 
American speech was made in the ConsHt- 
uent A3,«embty at Qiieretaro by a member 
of the Carrania Cabinet. Candldo Aguilai'. 
This was why: Although Mexico haa lo- 
day a constituted Government, and by all 
our laws Is entitled to ammunition, the 
embargo, declared after Carrlzal, never haa 
been lifted. Villa smuggles on the north- 
ern border, largely because of (he Inelfl. 

state officials in Texas and Mew Mexico. 
Carrania's military men decide to do som« 
smuggling, too- -K rargo of ammunltlnn 
1h consigned as machinery on tioard ihe 
Ward liner Rsperanza, .\B the boxes are 
being unloaded at Vera Cruz, a crania 
breaks, and one box falls, spilling car- 
tridges on the docks. Promptly American 
omcials are advised. The captain of chi 
Illinois. lying in the harbor, orders no 
further unloading until he can communi- 
cate with Washington. He should ha\.< 
known thai the place to prevent smug- 
gling was In New York harbor. There !■ 
some delay. The Mexican GovernmenI at 
Queretaro Is advised. That same dav 
Villa defeats the Carranya garrison at 
Chihuahua. The Mexican leaders at Que- 
retaro inter that the L'nlted Slates Is do- 
ing all It can to prevent Ihe rfp /ic(o Gov- 
ernment from succeeding. Yet the ITnit- 
ert States wants the northern campais.i 
against bandits prosecuting vigorously. Is 
it any wonder that the simple Mexican 
mind evolves the idea of double dealing 
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trotn tl.al lacltlentT Tfca unmunltlon it 
Vara Cru* Is Anally rdaued to tha M«x 
1r«nB, but tha effect of ths mtJioeuvra is 
not loat. 11 creates much lll-fesltn^ In 
Mexico. T«C In tba Unltad Stal«s this 
*\aa probably never been printed. It it- 
lustrateB why tbe two nsUona do not trust 
each other. 

But here la another llluatratlon: Tha 
United Btatea la not content to keep am- 
munition from being exported to Mexico 
from the ITnlted States. The Government 
of Salvador la approached by the State 
Department and warned again at aelllns 
any nmmunltlon to the Carranaa Govern- 
mfnt. A protest U maria. Thu State !>>- 
parlment finally yields, la this the pro- 
cedure of friendship? Is this "moral sup- 
port"? 



To-day the Mextcnns are manufactur 
tng enough ammunltior themselves to ^r>t 
along-. But If they Buceeed in establlsU- 
Ing a Btrang Government, will they torBt-t 
who cmbarrtisaBd them aa they weic 
strugsUng to their leet? Mexicans nfiv.i 
forget. 

The Mexican Government 1> In Its Ir 
fancy. It no doubt has handl^'d its forel.?:i 
affaira someilmea In a fashion pxasnerat- 
Lng to our State IJepartment. There ar.^ 
no trained diplomats versed In Interna- 
tional etiquette In the Mexican BJoreign 
Office as yet. These tbinga conic in later 
srages of a new Government. They take 
time. Instead of bearing patiently with 
the.-te faults of etiquette, and putting In 
Mexico an Aml>aasad(lr who Is himself 
tactful enough to overcome such hand! ■ 
caps, the ollicinls of our Government 
chafe because their representations a'^ 
not promptly attended to. representations 
handled by men not even accredited offi- 
cially to the riP faclti Government, and 
who have neither the Initiative nor the 
authority to push those representallons 
along with the proper authorities. 

Mexico must be dealt with honorably, 
as one man expects another to deal with 
him. I^t UB ask Mexico what she isanta. 
The answer will be this: Withdrawal of' 
Pershing, a vigilant patrol of the border, 
and enforcement o( neutrality in the 
United Mlates; preventing refugee Mexi- 
cans from nnanclng and plotting nev 
revolutionary movements, and the Issu- 
ance of a warm pronouncement by tho 
United States of moral support of the 
i« facto Government. Tbe United States 



oucht to mwt tUa witliout MfclOB a 
thing In return. Tbe sens* «t bonor of 
th* Mexican la u hlgbly developed as 
that of an American. When you loon a 
man money, yon uauolly don't ask him If 
he win loan you oom* when you need It- 
You don't want tbat otlpulated in ad- 
vanco. Tou Inwardly expect It. and If iic 
Is able, you trust he ivlll reciprocate. 

By dl sen tangling oursetvaa from tiar- 
gaJns, and ceasing to treat Mexico aa a 
■uspect. as some one who will not keep 
her word, we will lay a new foundall'jn 
for Mexican<Aitierlcan relations. 



We ought to start out with a clean 
slate. We should withdraw Gen. Persh- 
ing's forces at once, and not try to drive 
any bargains. His work Is over. Let 
the United States stop embarrassing Car. 
ranxa. who is being held up every day 
liefore the ignorant masses In Mexi™ 
by Villa as the traitor who sits supinely 
by while American troops camp on the 
sacred soil of Mexico. Villa hag been Is- 
suing proclamation after proclamation to 
the people of north Mexico, claiming that 
he is about to attack the "toreljin In- 
vader." He appeals to their patriotic paa- 
Hlons, telling them Mexico la at war with 
the United States, and the masses In 
northern Mexico, having no newspapers 
with which to verify the report, naturally 
credit It. Then Villa recruits a few tboa- 
sand men, descends on a small garrijwn at 
Chihuahua, or Torreon, holds the city for 
a few days until the Carransa forces In 
greater numbers arrive on the scene, and 
then retreats to the mountalna. 

It costs much money for the Cari'ania 
Government to carry on a campaign 
against one who simply robs toreisners of 
their gold bullion, and gives it to the peon 
troops as pay. The Carrania authorities 
need a loan wherewith to equip their 
army, yet In the United States the mere 
capture of Chihuahua or Torreon for a 
tew days makes the Government of the 
United States hesitant about continulng 
lo support the de /arto Government, and 
thereby gives to these Incidents an Impor- 
lance which they ou^ht never to have. 
l<-or in Mexico the state of Chihuahua Is 
looked upon as a wild country, the dis- 
turbances in which bear no real relation 
to the score of states of the republic 
where almost normal conditions prevail. 
Soma people have an idea that the pres- 
ence o( Pershing has a salutary eHeot on 



Villa, and that With tho lattf-. 
succcs* the Pershing expediti'.n ■ 
not now of all Umea be withd.-iia 
by keeping Pershing In M' n 
strengthen Villa's hand and ai.'a. 
CarraniSL encouraging condllion* ■ 
archy. Gen. Pershlns Is hunJ:-.- 
miles north of Torreon, where ^' 
operating, and Villa will keep tS ■ 
tance between them if Pershlnj .- 
drawn to the American line. H. 
never come close again for a riv 
muse the American troops bavi ■ 
a lesson and will not be caught n.>r 
second time. 

And simultaneous with th- • 

Fletcher start for . Mexico to ■ 
forward this programme of c.': ' 
live friendship. Let us stop \-- 
threats and Informing bandits ex^ir'l 
they can provoke International . ■■ 
cations. Let ua stand hy thp Uovn,- 
we have recognized and help It 
good by not asking a thing for n'''- 
But, some American olficlals wi i 
isn't this giving Mexico her o""i ■ 
isn't this giving up our "right.'""' 
answer Is to be found In this v'- 
Aren't we big enough to give M 
what she wants, what ah* thlr.li- 
give her Intcmsl peace and Bit 
Can't we afford once to take h'^r - 
for It? For certainly If Mexico i* - 
and a strong central governmem I- 
there will be no border raid-. :".? T. 
assault on Americans in Mexlct. 
peace and order. And It the Ce- 
Government is wrong and fails, t 
been ninccrelv helped, would llie A" 
lean Government not (ind a im.i-i 
opinion later, Instead of the diviii'.^ 
Ion of to-day as to certain olbT il . 
mea-surea that might then be •' 

But Mexico knows her own r" 
and peculiar conditions, and vill ■ 
consciously furnish a pretext fi.>i ' 
vention. She needs American h' l 
If she gets It, will reciproc.il-.'. 
aclt-respect and honor will conii-el ' 
America deal with Mexico on a ki- 
honor, as nations should, and the '-- 
that will flow therefrom will be » i' 
lion In diplomacy — the actual I"'"'-' 
ot (he ideals we descrilie so eiu.;i 
in words, but all too seldom tf'' 
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Davifi Lawrence 

• is the 

Man who called the Turn on the election 
prophesying on Saturday, November 4th ' 

a victory for Wilson without New York, New Jersey, Illinois and 
Indiana, but with Cillifornia, Washins:ton, Montana, etc., after a 
transcontinental tour of observation. His dispatches from Wash- 
ington, D. C, appear daily in 



§ 



^ 



These dispatches ape analytical, unbiassed, and informative. 
They interpret the news and tell you what you most want to 
know about the big moves in Washington in domestic and 
foreign policy. 



Ten Dollars a Year to keep informed on Washington, to get 
also the best financial news in America, the best book reviews, 
the most independent of editorials, the fairest comment on 
college sports, cartoons that are artistic, and a Saturday supple- 
ment with contributions of first rank in American literature. 



More Than a Newspaper— A National Institution 
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